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Say at start:



This sets out our vision for Oxfordshire - 



This is an important document – it gives an impression of what Oxon is like and it sets out our priorities for the future to a wider audience. So we have to consider is this ambitious enough.
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The Oxfordshire Partnership 

• The over-arching strategic partnership for the 
county

Purpose:
• ensure county organisations work together 

effectively
• develop a VISION for the next 25-30 years 

(Sustainable Community Strategy)
• make sure we deliver outcomes that improve 

people’s lives (e.g. Local Area Agreement 
Targets).



What is a Sustainable 
Community Strategy?

• Long term vision (20+ years)
• Describes what is important about 

Oxfordshire to Government and external 
agencies 

• A Partnership plan
• Short/medium/long term targets 
• Measure progress



Local Area Agreement 

• an agreement, drawn up between a local 
area and central government

• setting priorities, both national and local
• a statement of commitment from all 

partners to meet targets.
• a 3 year action plan to improve outcomes.
• Districts, PCT, Police, Job Centre + all 

have a “duty to co-operate”.



Developing the strategy

• Evidence and data
• Workshops – Implications for Oxfordshire / 

issues and options for the strategy
• Full Council debate (last Sept and wider 

consultation on issues and options
• Partnership agreed priorities
• Drafting strategy
• Public consultation on the draft strategy
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To inform the work on the strategy the partnership developed a set of briefing papers – the “evidence base” – which was intended to provide members of the Oxfordshire Partnership with a starting point for debate. The evidence was developed by partnerships.



We also developed an Oxfordshire Futures discussion document which was an illustration of some of the contextual changes that may affect the county over the next 20 years and this was provided for the workshops that took place last summer.



We then held a series of overview workshops with the Partnership in September which the aim was: To identify long term priorities for Oxfordshire’s Sustainable Community Strategy and ways of aligning these with other planning processes.



Debate at full council on the key issues in the strategy. 





What’s in Oxfordshire’s LAA?
National priorities, e.g.

reducing 16-18 
NEETs

CO2 reductions

teenage conception 
rates

net additional homes

re-offending rates

Local priorities e.g.

Improved street and 
environmental 
cleanliness

Reducing under 18 
conception rates 

Reducing number of 
working age people 
on out of work 
benefits

Adapting to climate 
change
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Both the local and the national targets are of equal importance in each LAA, even if Government chooses to focus on performance against its national priorities.



The priorities on the left are examples drawn from the ‘top twenty’ indicators chosen in the 150 new LAAs, as targets to be agreed with the Secretary of State for ‘improvement’ over the 3 years of the LAA.



Where performance against targets crosses a threshold, Government will continue to pay ‘reward grant’ to the area involved.  While the total sum involved is less than for the 2004-7 period (at £340m over 3 years), it remains an incentive to councils and their partners to hit, or get close, to the targets that they have set.  









Our strategic objectives 

Oxfordshire 2030 (long-term vision)
– A World Class Economy 
– Healthy and thriving communities 
– Environment and climate change 
– Reducing inequalities and breaking the cycle of 

deprivation.

– Priorities are based on a firm analysis of evidence. 
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Within healthy and thriving communities the partnership as a local target on “increase the number of communities developing a local community led plan”



A World Class Economy 
We pledge to:

• Collaborate across public, business and voluntary 
sectors to build on Oxfordshire’s economic success 

• Create the conditions for everyone to have access to 
jobs 

• Ensure that educational attainment and skills levels are 
amongst the best in country so we provide a well 
qualified, motivated workforce to meet the needs of 
business 

• Achieve a sustainable balance between jobs, housing 
and environment 

• Tackle traffic congestion particularly on trunk roads and 
around Oxford City and other hotspots 
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Over the long term we need to make Oxfordshire’ economy even stronger but without undue environmental impact.



Key issues are around:

Sustaining our high technology industry base 

Improving infrastructure and transport 

Improving educational attainment and skills within the workforce 

Providing opportunities and incentives to encourage lifelong learning opportunities



What the Partnership pledges to do:



Healthy and Thriving Communities 
We pledge to:

• Work to sustain local services particularly in rural 
communities 

• Ensure the provision of more affordable housing 
• Tackle crime and anti-social behaviour 
• Work to reduce, isolate, prevent and defeat violent 

extremism 
• Promote healthy lifestyles 
• Shift the emphasis of public services to prevention 
• Work to sustain local services particularly in rural 

communities 
• Ensure every child gets every opportunity for a good 

start in life 
• Work with local communities to sustain and build 

supportive….and well-planned communities 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are a number of significant challenges ahead:



Housing has become unaffordable for many young people

Maintenance of local services in rural communities

Crime is relatively low but fear of crime and anti-social behaviour and increasing alcohol abuse are concerns for many people 

One of the key changes facing us all is the ageing of our population 



Environment and Climate Change 
We pledge to:

• Reduce the carbon emissions from public sector 
organisations and to set an example for businesses and 
others in the county 

• Reduce waste and increase re-use and recycling by 
households and businesses 

• Minimise the effects and risk of flooding 
• Ensure new development is built to high environmental 

standards 
• Promote efficient use of water and energy 
• Keep Oxfordshire clean and green 
• Preserve and enhance the biodiversity of the county 
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Key issues are:

Reducing our carbon footprint and adapting to climate change

Ensuring that development is located to avoid urban sprawl and is sustainable 

Preserving the character of the City, our market towns and villages 







Reducing inequalities and 
breaking the cycle of deprivation 
We pledge to:

• Reduce the gap between the best and worst off 
• Increase educational attainment and skill levels 
• Tackle crime and anti-social behaviour “hot spots” 
• Regenerate deprived local communities 
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Oxfordshire is an affluent county but there are pockets of deprivation. Key areas for attention will include:



Improving educational attainment an skills

Promoting healthy lifestyles 

Working with local people to address local community concerns 

Focusing attention on the localities in greatest need to make a real difference. 



The Delivery Plan

Developing specific and measurable targets for the next 3
years and objectives for the longer-term.  Includes :

1. Improvement targets for the next 3 years (the Local 
Area Agreement 2008-2011).

2. Local targets and priorities agreed by the partnership  
which are not being measured by the Government. 

3. Targets from the current Local Area Agreement which 
(2006-2009)
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The strategy is supported by a Delivery plan which sets out specific and measurable medium term targets for the Partnerships. The delivery plan includes a number of improvement targets for the next 3 years which have been agreed with the Government as being important for improving quality of life for people in Oxfordshire (the LAA)



Progress on these priorities will be monitored by the PSB and an annual report will be produced.



In addition the OP will also review relevant quality of life indicators on an annual basis. 



Consultation Responses 

• 12 week period of consultation: 
7th July – 22nd September
– Councillors (District, County 

and Parish)
– Private sector
– Voluntary and Community 

Sector 
– Town and Parish Councils 
– County Council Staff
– Hard to reach groups 
– Public
– District Local Strategic 

Partnerships 
– Thematic Partnerships 

• 60 responses received
• Minor changes were proposed 

to the text, language, grammar 
and design 

• Additions to the text were 
proposed on issues 
respondents felt were either 
not included or considered 
insufficiently clear

• Clarification of issues and 
processes

• Clarification of how 
respondents could get involved 
in the work of the partnership 
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12 week period of consultation.

Good response – wide ranging comments 

Analysing all comments received – a document will be posted on the OP website highlighting all comments received and the Partnerships response to them. 





Next Steps:

• Informal Cabinet
• Oxfordshire Partnership meet 26th November to agree 

the final strategy
• Full Council 
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Please publicise the consultation in your organisation. We will be contacting you with regards to putting news items on your website/in your newsletters.



Period to review comments.  



Questions:

• Are the right issues reflected?

• Is there anything missing? 
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For further information please contact: 

e-mail: Claire.evans@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

www.oxfordshirepartnership.org.uk
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