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Foreword
I know I speak 
for all the 
District Councils 
in Oxfordshire 
and the County 
Council too 
when I say how 
pleased we were 
when Oxfordshire 
was selected by 
the Homes and 
Communities 
Agency (HCA) as 

one of the pilot areas for their new ‘Single 
Conversation’. We agreed with the HCA 
that the Spatial Planning and Infrastructure 
Partnership (SPIP) and its supporting 
Executive Group would conduct the ‘Single 
Conversation’ on behalf of Oxfordshire. We 
are grateful to David Edwards, Regional 
Director for the South East, and his team 
for selecting us as one of their pilots and 
for working with us to prepare this Local 
Investment Plan (LIP).

The LIP outlines and integrates, for the first 
time, the housing, economic development 
and infrastructure plans for the next 
20 years of Cherwell, Oxford, South 
Oxfordshire, Vale of White Horse and West 
Oxfordshire District Councils, Oxfordshire 
County Council, the Oxfordshire Primary 
Care Trust, the Highways Agency, Network 
Rail, and the Environment Agency. It lays out 
how we are all working together to deliver 
new housing as part of creating sustainable 
communities.

This LIP provides a robust foundation for 
our continuing conversation with the 
HCA as we move on to discuss and agree 
the Local Investment Agreement. We will 
do this in light of the publication of the 
Comprehensive Spending Review (CSR) and 
confirmation of the nature of future HCA 
funding streams and the funds allocated to 
the South East and Oxfordshire.

At the same time, the LIP adds value to a 
number of current discussions, including 
economic development across the county, 
the next Local Transport Plan, and the 
five Local Development Frameworks.  It is 
necessarily an evolving document, which we 
will review and update regularly.

We finalise this LIP just as we are heading 
into a General Election.  Much of the 
national and regional strategic framework 
under which we have developed this 
document could look very different in the 
future.  I believe we are better prepared to 
respond to potential future changes now we 
have this LIP.

Councillor Barry Wood

Chairman, Oxfordshire Spatial Planning and 
Infrastructure Partnership

31 March 2010
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Executive summary 

Introduction

This Local Investment Plan for Oxfordshire, 
finalised in March 2010, is the first formal 
document resulting from Oxfordshire’s 
‘Single Conversation’ with the Homes and 
Communities Agency (HCA).  The ‘Single 
Conversation’ is the process through which 
local authorities, in collaboration with the 
HCA, the Government Office for the South 
East (GOSE) and other key partners, develop 
a Local Investment Plan (LIP) and a Local 
Investment Agreement (LIA).  Oxfordshire 
was chosen as one of three pilot areas 
in the South East, the others being Kent 
Thames Gateway and Portsmouth and 
Urban South Hampshire (PUSH).  

While local authorities have a leading role 
in developing the ‘Single Conversation’, 
reflecting their responsibilities in setting 
out future ambitions and visions for their 
areas, other key stakeholders also need to 
be involved.  This LIP has been prepared 
by the Oxfordshire Spatial Planning and 
Infrastructure Partnership (SPIP) and sets out 
a shared vision and priorities for delivering 
housing growth, economic development, 
regeneration, and infrastructure; in other 
words ‘sustainable place making’.

This LIP outlines and integrates the plans 
of Cherwell, Oxford, South Oxfordshire, 
Vale of White Horse and West Oxfordshire 
District Councils, Oxfordshire County 
Council, the Highways Agency, Network 
Rail, the Environment Agency and the 
Oxfordshire Primary Care Trust to deliver 
housing and economic growth and 
associated strategic infrastructure to 2030.  
Collectively, these plans will begin to meet 
the requirements of the South East Plan, the 
Regional Economic Strategy, the five Local 
Development Frameworks, Oxfordshire 
2030, and the five District Sustainable 
Community Strategies.

Our opportunities and 
challenges

This LIP responds to the opportunities and 
challenges in housing growth and economic 
development that the members of the 
Oxfordshire SPIP are tackling individually and 
collectively. 

Oxfordshire is renowned as a place of 
architectural and natural beauty.  The 
internationally famous city of Oxford is at 
the heart, with a series of historic market 
towns serving communities across the 
county and including Abingdon, Banbury, 
Bicester, Henley, Thame, Wallingford, 
Wantage and Witney. Oxfordshire has 
many villages set in attractive countryside, 
including three areas of outstanding natural 
beauty: the Chilterns, the Cotswolds and 
North Wessex Downs.

Oxfordshire is also acknowledged 
internationally as a centre of excellence 
for learning and research, with the highest 
concentration of science and biotechnology 
industries in Western Europe.  It plays a 
critical role in the regional and national and, 
in many respects, international economies.

Over the next 20 years, we expect 
significant population and development 
growth across Oxfordshire.  All SPIP partners 
face difficulties in managing that growth 
in a way that meets economic, housing 
and regeneration pressures and provides 
sufficient infrastructure.  At the same time, 
the environmental quality of the county and 
our impact on environmental sustainability 
are major considerations for us.

Economic prosperity and quality of 
environment make Oxfordshire an attractive 
place.  But there are pockets of deprivation 
where residents have low wages, few skills 
and poor housing; where young people 
do not fulfil their potential at school; and 
where older people have poorer health and 
significantly shorter life expectancy.  The LIP 
can play a vital part in tackling these issues.
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Our priorities

This LIP has four overall strategic objectives 
– to:

•  �deliver new housing, including affordable 
homes 

•  �support economic growth

•  �achieve regeneration and tackle 
deprivation, and 

•  �contribute to meeting strategic 
infrastructure needs.

The LIP focuses mainly on our five-year 
county-wide development programme to 
meet these strategic objectives.  All the 
schemes outlined in this document are 
priorities for Oxfordshire, given the pressing 
need for more homes and for the transport, 
employment, education and other 
infrastructure they will require.

From our five-year development 
programme we have derived a shortlist of 
the 17 housing schemes and 36 strategic 
infrastructure schemes we believe to 
be top priorities.  Some of the housing 
schemes already have planning permission.  
Others are likely to be granted planning 
permission soon.  Taken together, these 
17 housing schemes could deliver over 
17,000 new homes, 7,200 of which would 
be ‘affordable’ (contributing to a South East 
Plan 2006-2026 requirement for 55,000 
new homes, of which 22,000 need to be 
affordable). 

Many of the schemes in our overall five-year 
programme will come forward without 
public-sector intervention from the HCA 
or any other organisation. However, these 
shortlisted schemes are those we would 
like the HCA to treat as being the highest 
priorities for immediate public-sector 
investment.  We will review this shortlist 
again once we know the nature and extent 
of future HCA funding, and may draw other 
or alternative schemes from the overall 
development programme onto this shortlist 
as a result.

Place making across Oxfordshire

We consider housing growth and strategic 
infrastructure investment as a whole in 
11 key urban localities.  We also consider 
housing growth and strategic infrastructure 
across all the rural areas as in effect a 
twelfth locality. The localities are: 

•  �Abingdon and Faringdon

•  �Banbury

•  �Bicester and Upper Heyford

•  �Botley

•  �Didcot

•  �Oxford

•  �Science Vale UK

•  �Thame and Chinnor

•  �Wallingford and Cholsey

•  �Wantage, Grove and Harwell

•  �West Oxfordshire strategic sites

•  �Rural housing sites across Cherwell, South 
Oxfordshire, Vale of White Horse and West 
Oxfordshire.

Next steps

The LIP is a living document. The SPIP 
will review it every 18 months to ensure 
it reflects the evolution of the five Local 
Development Frameworks and other local 
strategies as well as national and regional 
strategies. The SPIP will also need to review 
how far we proceed with short-term 
housing and infrastructure plans in light of 
continuing market difficulties. 

The priorities identified in this LIP will inform 
the development of Oxfordshire’s Local 
Investment Agreement (LIA) with the HCA.  
The SPIP and the HCA are working together 
to produce the LIA, which will detail future 
HCA funding commitments, by end June 
2010. 
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The LIP’s overview of the public-sector 
investment required to deliver affordable 
housing and infrastructure will provide a 
firm foundation for discussion with other 
national, regional and sub-regional agencies 
around how they might best support local 
development aspirations.

SPIP partners will also seek to engage other 
partners in this LIP.  House builders, for 
example, both private and social, have a 
central role in delivering the housing growth 
in Oxfordshire and need to understand this 
LIP.  We hope the document will lead to 
greater certainty and clarity among  
all stakeholders.

The LIP will support the SPIP in informing 
and testing the Local Transport Plan 3 (LTP3) 
as it progresses through crucial consultation 
stages.  The LIP will also influence the 
economic development policies and actions 
that will emerge from the review of the 
Oxfordshire Economic Strategy.  It will be 
vital in informing SPIP members’ individual 
and collective thinking on the infrastructure 
required through S106 agreements, the 
new Community Infrastructure Levy or 
other ways of getting contributions from 
developments in the future.

Banbury  •

Bicester  •

Witney  •

Carterton  •

Faringdon  •
Abingdon  •

Botley  •
Oxford  •

Grove  •
Wantage  •

Harwell  •

Chinnor  •

•

West Oxfordshire 
District Council

Cherwell District 
Council

Vale of White Horse 
District Council

Oxford 
City 

Council

South Oxfordshire 
District Council

Science Vale UK

•  Upper Heyford

•  Cholsey

•  Didcot
•  Wallingford 

•  Chipping Norton

Thame
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 Part 1:  Our vision 

Context

Oxfordshire is renowned as a place of 
architectural and natural beauty.  The 
internationally famous city of Oxford is at 
the heart, with a series of historic market 
towns serving communities across the 
county and including Abingdon, Banbury, 
Bicester, Henley, Thame, Wallingford, 
Wantage and Witney.  Oxfordshire has 
many villages set in attractive countryside, 
including three areas of outstanding natural 
beauty: the Chilterns, the Cotswolds and 
North Wessex Downs.

Oxfordshire is acknowledged internationally 
as a centre of excellence for learning and 
research, with the highest concentration 
of science and biotechnology industries 
in Western Europe.  Some of the world’s 
foremost academic institutions and major 
research and development organisations 
are here.  The University of Oxford and 
Oxford Brookes University have strong links 
to a network of high technology companies 
located throughout the county.  ‘Science 
Vale UK’, in the southern part of the county, 
is a concentration of important research 
establishments, including the Harwell 
Science and Innovation Campus; Milton 
Park, Didcot; and Wantage and Grove.

Over the next 20 years, we expect 
significant population and development 
growth across Oxfordshire.  All SPIP partners 
face difficulties in managing that growth 
in a way that meets economic, housing 
and regeneration pressures and provides 
sufficient infrastructure.  At the same time, 
the environmental quality of the county and 
our impact on environmental sustainability 
are major considerations for us.

Over the next 20 years Oxfordshire’s 
population is expected to grow by 12%, 
while over the same period the number of 
people aged 75 and over is expected to 
grow by 60%. The number of people aged 
over 85 is expected to double.  Growth in 

the number of older people has implications 
for the type of housing and services that 
will be needed.  It will be critical to ensure 
that appropriate housing and support are 
available for our older people, to enable 
them to remain independent or live in 
homely environments in the community (or 
both) for as long as possible. 

The South East Plan provides for the building 
of over 55,000 new homes between 2006 
and 2026, of which 22,000 homes should 
be affordable. Within the South East Plan, 
Central Oxfordshire is established as a 
sub-region, with Oxford providing higher-
order services (including retail, health, and 
education) for the surrounding area.  This 
sub-region has been identified as one of 
eight ‘Diamonds for Investment and Growth’ 
in the Regional Economic Study and will 
provide much of Oxfordshire’s housing 
growth.  The main locations identified for 
development are Bicester, Didcot, Oxford, 
and Wantage and Grove.  Bicester has been 
selected as one of the first four government-
backed eco towns in the country, with 
a 5,000-home eco development at NW 
Bicester.

Outside the major towns, Oxfordshire 
is mainly a rural county, with a large 
number of villages and hamlets.  Access to 
affordable housing in rural areas is restricted 
by the small number of properties coming 
onto the market. The effect is a lack of new 
housing options and the departure of young 
people from rural areas.

There will be a need for considerable 
investment in new infrastructure to meet 
the pressures on essential services such as 
schools, transport and other community 
facilities against a background of reducing 
spending by the public sector. 

Public transport increases access to jobs 
and services, and reduces road congestion 
and carbon emissions.  While Oxford has 
an extensive public transport system, many 
parts of Oxfordshire experience real isolation 
and would greatly benefit from improved 
public transport services and infrastructure.
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A rapid and substantial growth in demand 
for primary school places is forecast over 
the period to 2016.  Oxfordshire’s 43 
secondary and special schools are being 
included in the Building Schools for the 
Future programme – the government’s 
largest public works programme. The multi-
million pound programme will be carried 
out in six phases over the next 15-20 
years. The project aims to raise educational 
achievement in Oxfordshire by providing 
world-class learning facilities, inspiring 
young people to realise their potential.

Economic prosperity and quality of 
environment make Oxfordshire an attractive 
place.  But there are pockets of deprivation 
where residents have low wages, few skills 
and poor housing; where young people 
do not fulfil their potential at school; and 
where older people have poorer health and 
significantly shorter life expectancy. The LIP 
can play a vital part in tackling these issues.

Vision 

The Oxfordshire Partnership sets out in 
Oxfordshire 2030 (Oxfordshire’s Sustainable 
Community Strategy) a vision based on the 
following ambitions:

•  �Create a world-class economy for 
Oxfordshire, building particularly on the 
high-tech sector.

•  �Have healthy and thriving communities to 
sustain what is good about the city, towns 
and villages while also responding to 
the needs of the 21st century, including 
the impact of demographic and lifestyle 
changes.

•  �Look after the environment and respond 
to the threat of climate change and the 
potential for more extreme weather 
conditions, particularly the threat of 
flooding.

•  �Break the cycle of deprivation by 
addressing the regeneration needs of 
disadvantaged communities; reducing the 
gap between the best and worst off, and 

helping people maximise their talents and 
raise their aspirations. 

Each local authority has developed its own 
vision, ambitions and priorities for its area, 
which inform and are informed by the 
Oxfordshire 2030 vision.  A summary of 
each community strategy and corporate 
plan is set out in Appendix 2.

Strategic objectives

Four strategic objectives for this LIP result 
from this vision. They are of equal weight 
and have been used to arrive at the LIP’s 
priorities. The strategic objectives are to: 

•  �deliver new housing, including affordable 
homes 

•  �support economic growth  

•  �achieve regeneration and tackle 
deprivation, and

•  �contribute to meeting strategic 
infrastructure needs.

Deliver new housing, including 
affordable homes

Oxfordshire has a tremendous need for 
more housing of various types.  Challenges 
include: 

•  �the need for affordable homes 

•  �geographic demands, both urban and rural 

•  �providing for a variety of household sizes, 
particularly for young families and the 
elderly 

•  �the need to provide supportive housing 
for those with physical or learning 
disabilities,  and 

•  �the demand for specialist housing e.g. 
Gypsy and Traveller sites.

This LIP identifies 43 priority housing-led 
schemes that are deliverable in the next 
five years.  While these schemes vary by 
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location and scale, the common aim is 
to deliver housing, including affordable 
homes, to support the local economy and 
the development of healthy and thriving 
communities.  These schemes could deliver 
21,520 homes by 2015, of which 8,946 
would be affordable. 

At the same time we will continue to 
maximise the use of existing stock, fill empty 
properties and encourage under-occupiers 
to move to smaller accommodation – all of 
which help meet housing need as well as 
wider objectives.

Support economic growth

While Oxfordshire has a strong economy, 
attributed in part to the knowledge-based 
industries centred on Oxford and Science 
Vale UK, we have been affected by the 
global economic crisis.  As the country 
comes out of the recession, it is particularly 
important to maintain a strong diverse 
economy and provide opportunities for 
growth and inward investment.  In the 
past, we have been too complacent.  The 
challenges ahead mean we must take 
a proactive approach.   This includes 
allocating more land for economic 
development.  The priority employment-
led economic development schemes in this 
LIP include Bicester Business Park, Oxford 
and Science Vale UK.  We also seek to raise 
educational attainment, improve skill levels 
to support the needs of local businesses, 
and help young people find work.

Achieve regeneration and tackle 
deprivation

There are pockets of relative deprivation in 
Oxfordshire, characterised by poorer housing 
stock, limited access to job opportunities, 
lower-paid jobs, limited educational 
attainment, poor health and shorter life 
expectancy.  Regeneration is about tackling 
social and economic issues as well as about 
the physical changes to an area. 

In Oxfordshire, the places with the highest 
levels of deprivation are parts of Banbury 
and Oxford. The priority regeneration 
schemes are the Canalside area in Banbury 
and Barton, and Blackbird Leys, Greater 
Leys, Rose Hill and Wood Farm in Oxford.  
These schemes provide particular benefits 
in tackling the cycle of deprivation through 
revitalising each area to improve the quality 
of life for residents and businesses.

Oxford also has a homelessness problem. 
Over recent years, partners in Oxford have 
done great work to provide services and 
programmes for the homeless, but the city 
still attracts homeless people from across 
the region. Oxford continues to work on 
several homelessness projects, including the 
Old Fire Station.

Contribute to meeting strategic 
infrastructure needs

In this LIP we distinguish between key 
infrastructure needed for housing and 
economic growth, such as a new hospital 
or improvements to a motorway junction 
(‘strategic’ infrastructure), and the 
infrastructure needed as a direct result of a 
single development, such as an extension to 
a school (‘mitigation’ infrastructure).

Building strategic infrastructure helps 
create a complete place by providing 
access and amenities or contributing to 
the overall sustainability of the existing or 
new community.  Strategic infrastructure 
is important to the delivery of many of the 
housing, employment or regeneration-led 
schemes identified in this LIP. 

Through the Single Conversation, 47 
strategic infrastructure schemes have been 
identified.  These cover: 

•  �public transport facilities 

•  �improvements to and additional road 
schemes 

•  �education programmes and facilities 

•  �community amenities, facilities and 
services 
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•  �improvements to hospitals and 
emergency services 

•  �waste management sites, and 

•  �green infrastructure to improve energy 
efficiency, mitigate the effects of climate 
change and create more sustainable 
places.

We will need to invest heavily in transport 
to facilitate new development; improve 
accessibility by alternative modes of 
transport; and enable people to get to work, 
education and other key services.  Key to 
this will be: 

•  �enabling the A34, and the network in 
its vicinity, to fulfil its various local and 
international roles 

•  �securing improvements to junctions 9 and 
10 of the M40 

•  �delivering strategic rail network 
enhancements, such as the East-West rail 
and Evergreen (Chiltern Rail)  projects 

•  �implementing ‘Access to Oxford’, and 

•  �transforming transport in Oxford.

Shared ambitions

A series of shared ambitions for Oxfordshire 
underpin the vision and strategic objectives:

Economy

•  �Create a world-class economy – as a 
world leader in education, science and 
technology.

•  �Contribute to and benefit from 
economic prosperity.

•  �Create prosperous, inclusive and 
thriving communities in urban and rural 
areas.

•  �Provide good access to a range of jobs.

Education and skills

•  �Develop an educated and skilled 
workforce.

•  �Provide services to ensure that 
everyone can realise their potential.

Housing and affordable housing

•  �Deliver more housing, including 
affordable housing and key worker 
housing.

•  �Provide good access to a range of 
housing options.

•  �Create high-quality and sustainable 
homes.

•  �Regenerate areas and communities.

•  �Provide for more rural housing.

•  �Provide decent Gypsy and Traveller sites 
that offer access to sufficient services.

Health and social inclusion

•  �Create safer, stronger, healthier, more 
cohesive communities.

•  �Break the cycle of deprivation through 
the regeneration of disadvantaged 
communities, and reduce inequalities.

•  �Provide for an ageing population, for 
example offering opportunities for 
independent living.

•  �Encourage active participation in local 
communities.

•  �Provide good access to a range of 
services.

Infrastructure

•  �Coordinate infrastructure investments to 
support new development.

•  �Improve existing infrastructure, including 
public transport, to facilitate access to 
employment and services.
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Services (especially rural services)

•  �Maintain or enhance local services, 
particularly in rural communities.

•  �Improve access to basic services by 
alternative modes of transport.

Sustainability

•  �Ensure everyone can feel safe and 
enjoy life. 

•  �Meet the needs of current and future 
generations without compromising 
the natural and built heritage or 
significantly changing the intrinsic 
character of the district. 

•  �Continue to make Oxfordshire one of 
the best places to visit or live, work and 
play in.

•  �Ensure new development respects and 
complements the distinctive character 
of Oxfordshire.

•  �Maintain a network of safe, inclusive, 
vibrant and prosperous market towns 
and villages.

•  �Create and maintain a healthy and 
attractive environment.

Environment

•  �Ensure an outstanding environment 
and high quality of life.

•  �Look after our environment.

•  �Improve the quality of our built 
environment.

Climate change

•  �Reduce greenhouse gas emissions to 
mitigate adverse impacts of climate 
change, through: 
–  zero carbon developments, and  
– � waste and carbon reduction.

•  �Adapt to cope with the impacts of 
climate change, particularly   flooding.

•  �Provide alternative transport options.
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Part 2: Our priorities

How we decided our priorities

Our prioritisation criteria are set out in 
Appendix 3. They have been used to 
identify the housing growth and associated 
infrastructure schemes in our five-year 
development programme.  For each scheme 
we have considered:

•  �whether it is achievable in the short 
term

•  �whether it accords with and links to 
long-term plans

•  �how it will promote housing and 
economic development

•  �its wider benefits, including social, 
transport and sustainability

•  �the overall investment required

•  �value for money

•  �an assessment of the risk.

Appendix 5 includes a detailed assessment 
sheet for each scheme.

Development programme  
2010–15

Over the next five years the priority 
development programme for Oxfordshire 
comprises 97 schemes: 

•  �43 housing schemes 

•  �3 economic development schemes 

•  �4 regeneration schemes, and 

•  �47 strategic infrastructure schemes.  

Taken together, these schemes could deliver 
22,920 homes, including 9,226 affordable 
homes.

Shortlist 2010–15

From this five-year programme we have 
produced a shortlist of 17 housing schemes 
(shown in Table 1).  These schemes are seen 
as the most important by SPIP partners, 
and best meet the prioritisation criteria in 
Appendix 3.  This highest-priority list could 
deliver 17,713 homes, including 7,237 
affordable homes, over the next five years.  
It is important to note that these are the 
agreed priorities as we publish this Local 
Investment Plan in March 2010.  All SPIP 
partners think that every scheme on the 
long list of short-term deliverable schemes 
requires funding.  However, if there is not 
enough money in the future to pay for all 
the short-term deliverable schemes, funds 
should be used for the highest-priority 
shortlist.

Table 2 identifies the strategic infrastructure 
necessary to deliver these 17 top-priority 
housing schemes.

Development programme  
to 2030

Each local authority has also taken a long-
term view of which sites and schemes 
are likely to come forward over the next 
20 years (2010-30).  The long-term sites 
are identified mainly on evidence from 
the Strategic Housing Land Availability 
Assessments and the emerging Local 
Development Frameworks, and the 
local knowledge of the housing and 
planning teams.  This information is key 
when taking a long-term view of the 
development pressures facing an area, and 
the infrastructure needed.  The long-term 
development programme for each district is 
in Appendix 6.
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Table 1:  Top-priority growth schemes (‘shortlist’) deliverable in the 
short term 2010–15

District Scheme
Total homes 
2010 -2030

Number  
of homes  
2010 -2015

Number of 
affordable 
homes  
2010 -2015

Oxford Oxford small and medium 
sites (including Blackbird/
Greater Leys and windfalls) 
(HRA Land Capacity tbc)

n/a 3,222 1,344

South / Vale Didcot new growth point 
area (part of Science Vale 
UK)

7,202 2,000 640

ALL Oxfordshire rural housing 
schemes

n/a 1,498 1,023

Vale Wantage, Grove and Harwell 
(part of Science Vale UK)

4,675 1,401 446

Cherwell NW Bicester Eco Town, 
Bicester 

5,000 1,250 300

Cherwell Banbury Canalside, Banbury 1,200 1,200 180
Cherwell SW Bicester Urban Extension, 

Bicester
1,585 1,000 476

ALL Oxfordshire extra-care 
schemes 

n/a 900 600

Vale Abingdon and Faringdon 1,997 959 382
Oxford Oxford West End 

Renaissance Project 
830 830 415

West West Oxfordshire large 
strategic sites

1,400 700 280

South Wallingford and Cholsey 1,103 603 241
Oxford Barton (including 

regeneration of Barton and 
Northway Estates)

1,000 500 250

West West Oxfordshire small 
and medium market town 
schemes 

2,000 500 200

South Thame and Chinnor 1,128 478 191
Vale Botley 472 472 189
West Carterton Expansion, 

Carterton
1,000 200 80

Total: 17 
Schemes (min)

n/a 17,713 7,237 7,237



Oxfordshire Local Investment Plan 2010 Oxfordshire Local Investment Plan 2010

15

Table 2:  Strategic infrastructure schemes to deliver top-priority 
growth schemes in the short term 2010-15

District Infrastructure scheme
Area linked to 
infrastructure Lead agency 

ALL Access to Oxford Oxford Oxfordshire 
County Council

ALL Chiltern Railways Evergreen 3 
Project

Oxford, Bicester 
and Upper 
Heyford

Chiltern 
Railways

ALL East West Rail (western section) Oxford, Bicester 
and Upper 
Heyford

East West Rail 
Consortium/DfT

ALL Transport schemes identified 
through LTP3 process 2011 to 
2030

Oxfordshire wide Oxfordshire 
County Council

Cherwell Banbury priority north-south 
vehicular corridor

Banbury Oxfordshire 
County Council

Cherwell Bicester Community Hospital, 
Bicester

Bicester and 
Upper Heyford

Oxfordshire PCT

Cherwell Bicester Park and Ride Facility Bicester and 
Upper Heyford

Oxfordshire 
County Council

Cherwell M40 Junction 9 improvements Bicester and 
Upper Heyford

Highways 
Agency

Cherwell SW Bicester perimeter road Bicester and 
Upper Heyford

Oxfordshire 
County Council

Cherwell Transport improvements at and 
around Bicester

Bicester and 
Upper Heyford

Oxfordshire 
County Council

Cherwell Primary schools (new) to support 
growth (Banbury 1 school, 
Bicester 3 schools)

Banbury, Bicester Oxfordshire 
County Council

Cherwell Secondary schools (new) to 
support growth (Bicester 1 
school)

Bicester Oxfordshire 
County Council

Oxford Primary schools provision 
to support growth (Barton, 
Blackbird Leys, West End)

Oxford Oxfordshire 
County Council

Oxford Secondary schools (BSF) 
programme (2 schools – Cheney 
and Iffley Mead)

Oxford Oxfordshire 
County Council

South Didcot town centre phase two 
development

Didcot/Science 
Vale UK

South 
Oxfordshire 
District Council

South Didcot northern perimeter road 
Phase 3

Didcot/Science 
Vale UK

Oxfordshire 
County Council

South Cow Lane Underpass, Didcot Didcot/Science 
Vale UK

Oxfordshire 
County Council
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District Infrastructure scheme
Area linked to 
infrastructure Lead agency

South Didcot Parkway station 
interchange 

Didcot/Science 
Vale UK

Oxfordshire 
County Council

South Didcot Parkway (Foxhall Car Park 
and pedestrian improvements)  

Didcot/Science 
Vale UK

Oxfordshire 
County Council

South / Vale Accessing Science Vale UK 
transport package

Didcot/Science 
Vale UK / 
Wantage, Grove 
and Harwell

Oxfordshire 
County Council/
Highways 
Agency

South /Vale Primary schools (new) to support 
growth (5 schools)

Didcot Oxfordshire 
County Council

South / Vale Secondary schools (new) to 
support growth (1 school)

Didcot Oxfordshire 
County Council

South / Vale Science Vale UK Learning Park Didcot/Science 
Vale UK

Vale of White 
Horse District 
Council/SVUK 
Board

South / Vale Science Vale UK  High Speed 
Broad Band Access

Science Vale UK SVUK Board/
SEEDA

South Thornhill Park and Ride, Oxford Oxford Oxfordshire 
County Council

South Primary school (new) to support 
growth (Wallingford 1 school)

Wallingford and 
Cholsey

Oxfordshire 
County Council

Vale Abingdon Town Centre 
Improvements

Abingdon and 
Faringdon

Vale of White 
Horse District 
Council

Vale Primary school (new) to support 
growth (Faringdon 1 school)

Abingdon and 
Faringdon

Oxfordshire 
County Council

Vale Sewage pumping station Botley Thames Water
Vale Grove and Wantage Railway 

Station
Wantage, Grove 
and Harwell 

Network Rail/
First Great 
Western

Vale Primary schools (new) to support 
growth  (Grove 2 schools, NE 
Wantage 1 school)

Wantage, Grove 
and Harwell

Oxfordshire 
County Council

Vale Secondary schools (new) to 
support growth (Grove 1 school)

Wantage, Grove 
and Harwell

Oxfordshire 
County Council

West Cogges Link Road and Witney 
town centre enhancement, 
Witney 

West Oxfordshire 
large strategic 
sites

Oxfordshire 
County Council

West Cotswold Line redoubling West Oxfordshire 
large strategic 
sites

Network Rail

Table 2:  Strategic infrastructure schemes to deliver top-priority 
growth schemes in the short term 2010-15

continued
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District Infrastructure scheme Area linked to 
infrastructure

Lead agency

West Witney Downs Road A40 
Junction, Witney

West Oxfordshire 
large strategic 
sites

Oxfordshire 
County Council

West Primary schools (new) to support 
growth (Chipping Norton 1 
school, Witney 1 school)

West Oxfordshire 
large strategic 
sites

Oxfordshire 
County Council

Total: 36 schemes

Table 2:  Strategic infrastructure schemes to deliver top-priority 
growth schemes in the short term 2010-15

continued
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Part 3:  Place making

Place making is a holistic approach to 
development in a locality. We have 
considered by locality what development 
is expected to take place, and the 
infrastructure required to deliver it, and 
identified the various funding streams and 
agencies involved.  The approach is based 
on the idea that aligning capital investment 
in key locations, and linking the capital 
investment with housing and employment 
and regeneration schemes, will produce 
more efficient strategies that better 
coordinate public and private spending in a 
place and create a more complete place.

We have identified 12 key localities 
that would benefit from a place-making 
approach due to their future housing and 
employment growth: 

•  �Abingdon and Faringdon

•  �Banbury

•  �Bicester and Upper Heyford

•  �Botley

•  �Didcot

•  �Oxford

•  �Science Vale UK

•  �Thame and Chinnor

•  �Wallingford and Cholsey

•  �Wantage, Grove and Harwell

•  �West Oxfordshire strategic sites

•  �Rural housing sites across Cherwell, South 
Oxfordshire, Vale of White Horse and West 
Oxfordshire.

The commentary and diagrams on the 
following pages show the links between 
infrastructure, employment, housing and 
regeneration by location. We hope to 
persuade all stakeholders to channel capital 
funds through our place-making agenda. 

1.  Abingdon and Faringdon

The area of Abingdon and Faringdon in the 
Vale of White Horse District could deliver 
959 homes over the next five years.  Growth 
in this area comes from six housing-led 
schemes.  These include: 

•  �former nursery and cricket ground, 
Faringdon 

•  �South of Park Road and Coxwell House, 
Faringdon 

•  �Old Gaol, Abingdon 

•  �two sites in Sutton Courtenay, and 

•  �yet-to-be-identified sites, mainly in 
Abingdon and larger villages. 

Three priority strategic infrastructure 
projects will be required in the short term.  
These include the expansion of primary-
school provision at South of Park Road, 
Faringdon and a secondary school in 
Larkmead, Abingdon, as part of Building 
Schools for the Future.  Improvements to 
Abingdon town centre include plans for 
public-realm and access improvements, 
such as a new health centre and library.
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Short Term 
2010-2015

332  
homes

135  
homes

62  
homes

30  
homes

400  
homes

Medium Term 
2015-2020

0  
homes

250  
homes

0  
homes

0  
homes

400  
homes

Long Term 
2020-2030

0  
homes

50  
homes

0  
homes

0  
homes

400  
homes

Total 332  
homes

435  
homes

62  
homes

30  
homes

1200  
homes

Primary schools to 
support growth 

South Park Road, 
Faringdon

Building Schools for 
the Future

Larkmead School, 
Abingdon

Abingdon town 
centre public realm 
works plus health 
centre and library 

Abingdon and 
Faringdon

This is not an exhaustive list. There may be other strategic infastructure and partners involved

Former 
nursery 

and cricket 
ground 

Faringdon

South of 
Park Road 

and Coxwell 
House, 
Coxwell 
Road, 

Faringdon

Old Gaol, 
Abingdon

Sutton 
Courtenay 

(2 sites)

Other towns 
and villages

Strategic infastructure

Schemes
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2.   Banbury

Banbury is the most northern major town in 
Oxfordshire and has major catchment areas 
in and links with other towns in Oxfordshire 
and across the county boundary. It also has 
strong links to the surrounding rural areas.  
Banbury has a well-defined local housing 
market area and economy with a distinct 
character. There is a focus on continued 
local growth and a strong emphasis on 
urban regeneration to tackle the cycle 
of deprivation and enhance the local 
economic and employment base.  

Two priority growth schemes, the Bankside 
Urban Extension and the regeneration of 
Banbury Canalside, are deliverable in the 
short term. They combine housing and 
regeneration-led schemes.

These schemes could deliver 2,270 new 
homes in the first five years. The strategic 
infrastructure needed to deliver them 
includes: 

•  �Banbury priority north-south vehicle 
corridor, 

•  �Banbury Connect2 cycle bridge 

•  �a new primary school as part of Banbury 
Canalside and Bankside Urban Extension 

•  �a rebuilt/refurbished secondary school in 
Banbury as part of Building Schools for the 
Future 

•  �a new library in Banbury, and 

•  �the Banbury Flood Alleviation Scheme.
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Short Term 
2010-2015

1,70  
homes

1,200 
homes

Medium Term 
2015-2020

400  
homes

0  
homes

Long Term 
2020-2030

0  
homes

0 
homes

Total 1,470  
homes

1,200  
homes

Banbury priority 
north-south  

vehicular corridor

Banbury Connect2 
cycle bridge 

Banbury transport 
strategy arising from 

LDF work

Banbury

This is not an exhaustive list. There may be other strategic infastructure and partners involved

Bankside 
Urban 

Extension

Banbury 
Canalside

Strategic infastructure

Schemes

Primary school to 
support growth

Canalside Bankside 

Building Schools for 
the Future

secondary school, 
Banbury

Banbury  
Flood Alleviation 

Scheme 
 

Library Banbury 
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3.  Bicester and Upper Heyford

Bicester is highly accessible and relatively 
free of environmental restrictions, making it 
the primary growth area in Cherwell District.  
The future development of Bicester is based 
on continued expansion around Bicester to 
enhance the economic health of the Central 
Oxfordshire sub-region, which is a ‘Diamond 
for Investment and Growth’.  Much of the 
future growth in this area will be in North 
West Bicester, which has been identified 
as an eco town location, with plans for a 
sustainable development of 5,000 homes 
by 2030.  

Bicester is a country town identified 
as a main focus of housing growth in 
successive structure plans.  An increase in 
economic development and more new 
local jobs would now help improve its self 
containment and therefore its sustainability.

In the next five years, Bicester and Upper 
Heyford could deliver 3,825 homes through 
the following schemes: 

•  �NW Bicester Eco-town 

•  �SW Urban Extension 

•  �Bicester Business Park 

•  �former RAF Upper Heyford, and 

•  �Gavray Drive.  

These schemes represent a mix of 
employment and housing-led schemes, 
which aim to increase local employment, 
provide more housing, and reduce local 
commuting pressures. 

The strategic infrastructure necessary to 
deliver these priority projects include a mix 
of transport, education and community 
facilities.  

The transport infrastructure includes: 

•  �Bicester Park and Ride 

•  �improvements in and around Bicester 
including SW Bicester Perimeter Road 

•  �M40 Junction 9 and Junction 10, and 

•  �Chiltern Railways/Evergreen 3 Project 
(linked to East West Rail). 

Additional infrastructure includes: 

•  �new primary schools and secondary 
schools to support growth,

•  �improvements to Bicester Community 
Hospital 

•  �a new library, and 

•  �an upgrade to the fire station at Bicester.
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Short Term 
2010-2015

1,250  
homes

1,000  
homes

30,000 
m2

500  
homes

1,075  
homes

Medium Term 
2015-2020

2,000  
homes

585 
homes

30,000 
m2

0  
homes

0 
homes

Long Term 
2020-2030

1,750 
homes

0  
homes

0 
m2

0  
homes

400  
homes

Total 5,000 
homes

1,585 
homes

60,000 
m2

500  
homes

1,075  
homes

Bicester  
Park and Ride 

Facility

Transport 
improvements 
in and around 

Bicester SW Bicester 
perimeter road

Bicester and  
Upper Heyford

This is not an exhaustive list. There may be other strategic infastructure and partners involved

NW Bicester 
Eco Town

SW Urban 
Extension

Bicester 
Business Park

Gavray Drive Former 
RAF Upper 
Heyford

Strategic infastructure

Schemes

M40  
Junction 9 and 

Junction 10 
Improvements

Chiltern 
Railways 

Evergreen 3

East West 
Rail (Western 

Section)

Bicester 
Community 

Hospital

Library  
Bicester

Fire Station 
Upgrade

Bicester

Primary Schools 
to Support 

Growth 

Gavray Drive 
NW Bicester 
Eco Town (4) 
SW Bicester 
(Phase 1 & 2 

Upper Heyford

Secondary 
schools to 

support growth

SW Bicester  
NW Bicester 
Eco Town
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4.  Botley

Botley is in the Vale of White Horse, to 
the west of Oxford.  There are important 
employment, housing and infrastructure 
links between Botley and Oxford. 

Three priority schemes have been identified 
in Botley.  They include Lime Road, Tilbury 
Lane and Timbmet.  Together, these 
housing-led schemes could deliver a total 
of 472 homes and 189 affordable homes in 
the first five years.

Currently all development in Botley is at 
a standstill, awaiting a sewage pumping 
station.  Thames Water has programmed 
this work for 2012.

The strategic infrastructure identified to 
deliver these housing schemes includes 
primary and secondary school programmes 
and various transport improvements as they 
relate to Access to Oxford.
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Primary school 
programmes

Secondary school 
programmes Access to Oxford

Botley

Strategic infastructure

Timbmet Tilbury Lane Lime Road

Schemes

Short Term 
2010-2015

192  
homes

150 
homes

130  
homes

Medium Term 
2015-2020

0 
homes

0 
homes

0 
homes

Long Term 
2020-2030

0 
homes

0  
homes

0  
homes

Total 192 
homes

150 
homes

130  
homes

Sewage pumping 
station

This is not an exhaustive list. There may be other strategic infastructure and partners involved
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5.  Didcot

Didcot has been identified as a country 
town in several successive structure plans, 
and has experienced rapid growth since 
the 1980s.  It is one of Oxfordshire’s two 
New Growth Point areas and it will deliver 
a further 8,750 homes by 2026.  Didcot 
is at the centre of Science Vale UK (SVUK), 
one of the UK’s biggest science growth 
areas.  The provision of affordable housing 
and development of a thriving town 
centre at Didcot is central to the planned 
employment growth of the science parks in 
SVUK.  A further phase of town-centre retail 
and leisure development is under way.

Didcot falls across the district boundary of 
South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse 
and for a number of years cross-boundary 
collaboration has brought housing growth.

Four housing-led schemes have been 
identified as priorities.  They could deliver 
2,000 homes over the next five years.  They 
include Great Western Park (South), Great 
Western Park (Vale), Ladygrove East (South), 
and Didcot Northern Urban Extension 
(South).

Essential to the delivery of new housing 
and employment uses is the strategic 
infrastructure needed to support these 
schemes.  Transport improvements include: 

•  �Didcot Northern Perimeter Road Phase 3 

•  �a new two-way underpass at Cow 
Lane to link the town and the northern 
development areas 

•  �remodelling of Hitchcock way and 
roundabout as part of the town centre 
phase two development 

•  �Didcot Parkway Station Interchange, and 

•  �Didcot Parkway Foxhall Car Park and 
pedestrian improvements.

Accessing Science Value UK has identified 
the need for several strategic road, cycle 
and public transport schemes in the area to 
support the growth to 2026.  This has led to 
a strategic infrastructure bid to the Regional 
Transport Board, titled ‘Accessing Science 
Vale UK’.  The SCOT study showed that this 
transport package is essential to Didcot’s 
further housing growth.

Additionally, the town needs new primary 
and secondary schools to support growth, 
as well as a new sport and leisure centre 
and a new library.

Plans are being developed for a science-
based learning park at Didcot to service the 
needs of growth businesses and to meet 
further education demands within SVUK.  
Five hectares of land is reserved for the 
learning park to the west of Didcot within 
the Vale of White Horse Local Development 
Framework Core Strategy.
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Short Term 
2010-2015

700 
homes

600 
homes

300 
homes

400  
homes

Medium Term 
2015-2020

1,250  
homes

0 
homes

342 
homes

1,000  
homes

Long Term 
2020-2030

750 
homes

0  
homes

0 
homes

400 
homes

Total 2,700 
homes

600 
homes

642 
homes

1,800 
homes

Didcot Northern  
Perimeter Road Phase 3

Didcot

This is not an exhaustive list. There may be other strategic infastructure and partners involved

Great 
Western Park 

(South)

Great 
Western Park 

(Vale)

Ladygrove 
East (South)

Didcot  
NE Urban 
Extension 
(South)

Strategic infastructure

Schemes

Didcot Parkway Station 
Interchange

Didcot Parkway Foxhall 
Car Park & Pedestrian 

Improvements

Accessing Science Vale UK 
transport package

Science Vale UK Learning 
Park, West of Great 

Western Park

Cow Lane two-way 
underpass

Didcot town centre  
phase two

Remodelling of town 
centre perimeter roads 
to accommodate town 

centre phase two 
development

Primary Schools to  
Support Growth

Great Western Park (2)
Ladygrove East (1) 

West of Great Western 
Park, Vale (2) 

Urban Extension (2)

Sports and leisure centre, 
Didcot

Secondary Schools to 
Support Growth Urban 

Extension (1) Great Western 
Park (1) Special Educational 

Needs at GWPLibrary Didcot
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6.  Oxford

Oxford is the city at the heart of the Central 
Oxfordshire sub-region, and is one of two 
New Growth Points (NGPs) identified in 
Oxfordshire.  Oxford and Central Oxfordshire 
sub-region has been identified as one 
of eight ‘Diamonds for Investment and 
Growth’.  As one of 21 regional hubs across 
the South East region, Oxford is a centre of 
economic activity and transport services, 
serving the needs of the wider region.  
These designations highlight Oxford’s 
strategic importance in the delivery of 
housing, employment and regeneration. 

Eight priority short-term deliverable growth 
schemes have been identified in Oxford.  
These include four housing-led schemes, 
one employment-led scheme and three 
regeneration schemes. 

In the short term (by 2015), Oxford could 
deliver 4,810 homes, of which 2,167 
would be affordable.  This includes housing 
schemes at: 

•  �Barton 

•  �Blackbird and Greater Leys 

•  �Oxford West End 

•  �small and medium housing sites 
throughout Oxford, and 

•  �the new council-house building 
programme.

Oxford West End Renaissance and the 
Northern Gateway site (subject to the 
outcome of the Oxford Core Strategy) 
could provide significant floor space and 
job opportunities, which will improve the 
county economy.

Oxford’s adopted Regeneration Framework 
sets out an action plan covering  the 
physical, social and economic activities 
needed for regeneration, and seeks to 
break the cycle of deprivation.  There 
are regeneration schemes to address five 
areas in Oxford; Barton, Blackbird Leys, 
Oxford West End, Rose Hill and Wood 
Farm.  In addition, various aim to tackle 
homelessness.

Eight pieces of strategic infrastructure 
have been identified to deliver the priority 
housing, employment and regeneration 
schemes.  In transport, these are: 

•  �Access to Oxford 

•  �Chiltern Railway/Evergreen 3 proposal 
(which will deliver the first part of East 
West Rail), and 

•  �Thornhill Park and Ride.  

Educational infrastructure includes:

•  �new primary schools at Barton, Blackbird 
Leys and the West End  

•  �improvements to the secondary schools at 
Iffley Mead and Cheney as part of Building 
Schools for the Future programme.  
The Oxford School may also enter the 
academies programme during this time 
frame.  

The other main infrastructure projects are:

•  �the Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme 

•  �the relocation of emergency services to 
the Northern Gateway site, and 

•  �the refurbishment of the Westgate library.
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Oxford

This is not an exhaustive list. There may be other strategic infastructure and partners involved

Strategic infastructure

Small/ 
medium 
Windfall 
Housing 

Sites

Oxford 
West 
End 

Renais-
sance

Barton 
(Barton 

and 
North-
way 

Estates)

Small/ 
Regen-
eration 
Projects 
(Rosehill 

and 
Wood 
Farm)

Black-
bird / 

Greater 
Leys

New 
Council 
House

North-
ern 

Gate-
way

Home-
lessness 
Projects

Schemes

Access to Oxford

Thornhill Park  
and Ride

Chiltern Railways 
Evergreen 3

East West Rail  
(Western Section)

Building Schools 
 for the Future

Iffley Mead Cheney

Oxford flood risk 
management 

strategy

Library Westgate
Emergency services 

relocation

Northern Gateway

Primary schools to 
support growth

West End Barton 
Blackbird Leys

Short Term 
2010-2015

2,722 
homes

830 
homes

35,000 
m2

500 
homes

n/a 500  
homes

58  
homes

200 
homes

20,000 
m2

n/a

Medium Term 
2015-2020

1,151  
homes

500 
homes

n/a 0 
homes

0 
homes

n/a

Long Term 
2020-2030

1,900 
homes

0  
homes

0 
homes

n/a 0 
homes

0 
homes

35,000 
m2

n/a

Total 5,773 
homes

830 
homes

35,000 
m2

1,000 
homes

n/a 500 
homes

58 
homes

200 
homes

55,000 
m2

n/a
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7. Science Vale UK

Science Vale UK (SVUK) sits in the Oxford 
and Central Oxfordshire ‘Diamond for 
Investment and Growth’.  It includes the 
areas of Didcot, Wantage and Grove, 
Harwell Science and Innovation Campus 
(HSIC), Culham Science Centre, and Milton 
Park.  [Didcot and the Wantage, Grove and 
Harwell conurbation are covered elsewhere 
as separate place-making localities.]

SVUK is an area of economic growth 
focused around enterprise and innovation.  
It includes a significant proportion of the 
region’s scientific research and development 
and high technology businesses.

Harwell SIC has just under 70 ha of land 
earmarked for mixed-use development, 
including science and innovation, business, 
and residential uses.  A further 24 ha of land 
could be used for business development in 
the period to 2020.  An additional 100 ha 
has been earmarked for a mix of science, 
business and residential development from 
2020.  Milton Park is one of the largest 
business parks in Europe and is a cluster of 
knowledge-based businesses.  It covers 77 
ha of land and has 340,000 m2 of floor 
space, employing more than 6,300 people.

Each of the areas which form SVUK has 
specific infrastructure needs, but the over-
arching infrastructure requirements for the 
whole of the SVUK area is the Accessing 
Science Value UK package, which includes 
a new railway station to serve Wantage and 
Grove.

Further plans include the roll-out of high-
speed broadband across SVUK and the 
creation of an innovation learning park, 
which will address the learning and 
development needs of employees in all 
sorts of businesses as well as meeting the 
increasing demands for further education 
across SVUK.
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Accessing Science Vale UK 
transport package

Science Vale UK  
LearningPark at Didcot

SVUK high speed 
broadband access

Science Vale 
UK

Strategic infastructure

Science Vale 
UK

Schemes

Short Term 
2010-2015

70  
ha

Medium Term 
2015-2020

24 
ha

Long Term 
2020-2030

100  
ha

Total 194 
ha

This is not an exhaustive list. There may be other strategic infastructure and partners involved
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8.  Thame and Chinnor

The Thame and Chinnor area could 
provide 478 homes in the next five years, 
and a total of 1,128 homes by 2030.  
This expansion would come from three 
housing-led schemes; the extension to 
Thame; the redevelopment of Thame 
United Football Club; and Chinnor Cement 
Works.

Four strategic pieces of infrastructure 
have been identified to ensure a rounded 
development within the larger area.  These 
are (all in Thame): 

•  �a new primary school 

•  �a youth support centre 

•  �secondary education provision, and 

•  �a new fire station.
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Primary schools to 
support growth

Thame

Secondary school 
programme

Thame

Fire Station

Thame 

Thame 
and Chinnor

Strategic infastructure

Schemes

Youth Support 
Centre

Thame

Short Term 
2010-2015

200  
homes

100 
homes

178  
homes

Medium Term 
2015-2020

200 
homes

0 
homes

0 
homes

Long Term 
2020-2030

450 
homes

0  
homes

0  
homes

Total 850 
homes

100 
homes

178  
homes

Thame 
Extension

Thame 
United 

Football 
Club

Chinnor 
Cement 
Works, 

Chinnor

This is not an exhaustive list. There may be other strategic infastructure and partners involved
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9.  Wallingford and Cholsey

The area comprising Wallingford and 
Cholsey in South Oxfordshire could deliver 
a total of 603 new homes in the next 
five years and a total of 1,103 homes by 
2030.  Two priority housing schemes have 
been identified: Fair Mile Hospital and an 
extension to Wallingford.

Strategic pieces of infrastructure to support 
these housing-led schemes are new primary 
school and secondary school improvements, 
and a new fire station at Wallingford.
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Primary schools to 
support growth

Wallingford

Secondary school 
improvements

Fire Station

Wallingford

Wallingford  
and Cholsey

Strategic infastructure

Schemes

Short Term 
2010-2015

353 
homes

250 
homes

Medium Term 
2015-2020

0 
homes

250 
homes

Long Term 
2020-2030

0 
homes

250 
homes

Total 353 
homes

750 
homes

Thame 
Extension

Thame 
United 

Football 
Club

This is not an exhaustive list. There may be other strategic infastructure and partners involved
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10.  Wantage, Grove and Harwell 

The towns of Wantage, Grove and Harwell 
form the western boundary for the Science 
Vale UK and both will be receiving major 
housing.  The Local Plan already allocates 
Grove Airfield for 2,500 homes and the 
emerging Core Strategy is proposing to 
allocate a further 1,500 homes north-east 
of Wantage. 

Major pieces of infrastructure include 
the Northern Link Road at Grove and the 
Wantage Eastern Link Road.  Also included 
are a new secondary school, two or three 
primary schools, a new library, contributions 
to the Accessing Science Value UK package 
and improvements/replacement of 
Wantage Leisure Centre.

The area around the Harwell Campus could 
take an additional 550 homes in the next 
five years, and a total of 675 by 2020.  This 
is made up of Chilton Fields, which has 
recently been granted planning permission; 
and the land north of the Campus, which is 
being proposed as a strategic site as part of 
the emerging Core Strategy.

Taken together, the Wantage, Grove and 
Harwell area could deliver a total of 1,401 
new homes in the next five years.

The strategic infrastructure to deliver these 
schemes includes the Accessing Science 
Value UK package. This covers road, rail, 
public transport and cycle schemes across 
the Wantage/Grove, Harwell and Didcot 
area.  

Other infrastructure needs are: 

•  �the improvement/replacement of the 
Wantage Leisure Centre 

•  �a new library at Grove, and 

•  �new primary schools and secondary 
schools.
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Strategic infastructure

Accessing Science 
Vale UK transport 

package

Eastern Link Road

NE Wantage

Road Link north of 
Grove

Grove

Library

Grove

Primary schools to  
support growth

Grove (2)  
NE Wantage

Secondary schools 
to support growth

Grove

Chidren’s Centre 
Youth & Support 

Centre

Grove

Wantage,  
Grove and Harwell

Schemes

Short Term 
2010-2015

650  
homes

11  
homes

190  
homes

275  
homes

275  
homes

Medium Term 
2015-2020

1,250  
homes

0  
homes

600  
homes

0  
homes

125 
homes

Long Term 
2020-2030

600 
homes

0  
homes

710  
homes

0  
homes

0  
homes

Total 2,500  
homes

11  
homes

1,500 
homes

275 
homes

400  
homes

This is not an exhaustive list. There may be other strategic infastructure and partners involved

Grove 
Airfield, 
Grove

St John’s 
Court, Grove

NE, Wantage Chilton 
Fields, 

Harwell

N Harwell 
Science and 
Innovation 

Campus
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11.  West Oxfordshire strategic sites

Significant growth is expected in the 
towns of Carterton, Chipping Norton, and 
Witney.  Additionally, there are considerable 
development pressures and housing needs, 
particularly for rural housing and the elderly.  
Much of the planned future investment 
aims to improve and expand the existing 
infrastructure in towns as well as villages. 

Witney, the largest town in West 
Oxfordshire, has expanded considerably 
over the last 20 years.  Carterton, the next 
largest town, is also undergoing major 
expansion related to the redevelopment of 
the air transport base. 

Five housing-led priority growth schemes 
have been identified in West Oxfordshire.  
Together, these schemes could deliver 
1,400 homes in the first five years.  The 
schemes include: 

•  �Chipping Norton 

•  �Northern Carterton 

•  �West Witney/North Curbridge SDA 

•  �Carterton Expansion, and 

•  �various market-town schemes. 

Seven pieces of strategic infrastructure have 
been identified to help deliver these housing 
schemes.  The transport infrastructure 
includes: 

•  �Cogges Link Road and Witney town-centre 
enhancement 

•  �Witney Downs Road A40 Junction, and 

•  �the Cotswold Railway Line Redoubling. 

Also identified are: 

•  �a new primary school at Chipping Norton  

•  �a new primary and secondary school at 
North Curbridge ,and 

•  �community hospitals in Chipping Norton 
and Witney.
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Strategic infastructure

Cogges Link Road 
and Witney Town 

Centre Enhancement

Witney Downs  
Road A40 Junction

Cotswold Line 
redoubling

Primary schools to 
support growth

North Curbridge 
Chipping Norton 

Carterton

Secondary schools 
 to support growth

North Curbridge

Chipping Norton 
Community Hospital

Witney Community 
Hospital

West Oxfordshire 
strategic sites

Schemes

This is not an exhaustive list. There may be other strategic infastructure and partners involved

Chipping 
Norton

Carterton 
Expansion, 
Carterton

North 
Carterton

West 
Witney/ 
North 

Curbridge 
SDA

Market  
Town 

Schemes

Short Term 
2010-2015

200  
homes

200  
homes

200  
homes

300  
homes

500  
homes

Medium Term 
2015-2020

0  
homes

400  
homes

0  
homes

700  
homes

500 
homes

Long Term 
2020-2030

0  
homes

400  
homes

0  
homes

0  
homes

1,000  
homes

Total 200  
homes

1,000 
homes

200 
homes

1,000 
homes

2,000  
homes
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12.  Rural housing

Almost half (49%) the population of 
Oxfordshire live in rural settlements, making 
Oxfordshire the most rural county in the 
South East region.  The Oxfordshire Rural 
Housing Strategy (RHS) recognises 450 rural 
settlements in Oxfordshire, which accounts 
for about 19% of the rural settlements in the 
region. 

While house prices vary significantly across 
Oxfordshire, there is strong evidence of 
high prices in many rural parishes, and 
affordability is a key concern.  The supply 
of affordable housing in rural areas is 
limited because not many properties are 
coming onto the market.  As a result, there 
is a lack of accommodation for newly 
forming households wishing to live in rural 
settlements, and many young people are 
leaving rural areas.

Many small villages are becoming 
exclusive communities of retired people 
and wealthy commuters.  The loss of 
services, schools and shops in rural areas 
contributes to longer commute times and 
places a toll on the local economy.  For 
this reason Oxfordshire County Council’s 
primary Strategy for Change reaffirms its 
commitment to keeping local schools.  
There are no proposals for the closure of 
rural primary schools.

The RHS aims to promote sustainable 
communities in the rural areas of 
Oxfordshire; prevent the decline of local 
services; and enhance community life.  It 
recognises the importance of market towns 
in delivering sustainable, thriving local 
communities.

The population of Oxfordshire is getting 
older, and the proportion of people aged 65 
or older is expected to grow.  This growth 
is substantial in the rural districts and will 
have implications for the type of housing 
and services that will be needed.  It will be 
important to provide appropriate housing 
and support for the elderly in rural areas, to 
enable them to remain independent or live 
in homely environments in the community 
for as long as possible.

Cherwell, South Oxfordshire, Vale of White 
Horse and West Oxfordshire have identified 
rural housing schemes.  Taken together, the 
schemes in these four districts are expected 
to deliver 1,498 homes within the next five 
years.

Because these schemes are not site 
specific, it is difficult to identify the specific 
strategic infrastructure they will need.  In 
general, they will use existing transport 
and education infrastructure, but the plans 
will be re-examined as the development 
programme progresses and the Local 
Development Frameworks are finalised.  
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Strategic infastructure

Primary school 
srogramme

Secondary school 
programme

Schemes identified 
through LTP3 process 

2011-2030

Rural Housing

Schemes

Cherwell South West Vale

Short Term 
2010-2015

275 
homes

120  
homes

603  
homes

500  
homes

Medium Term 
2015-2020

80 
homes

100  
homes

400  
homes

100  
homes

Long Term 
2020-2030

160 
homes

200  
homes

800  
homes

200  
homes

Total 515  
homes

420 
homes

1,803 
homes

800 
homes

This is not an exhaustive list. There may be other strategic infastructure and partners involved
**Numbers do not include windfalls on unidentified sites**
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Part 4: Next steps

Delivering the LIP

Local Investment Agreement (LIA)

The Local Investment Agreement (LIA) flows 
from the LIP and is a non-legally binding 
Memorandum of Understanding between 
the local authorities and the HCA about 
the investments and resources that they 
will provide. The LIA seeks to give certainty 
to all parties in preparing schemes and 
interventions.  The LIA will also complete 
the analysis of the different funding streams 
available.

The LIA will be prepared by SPIP, but by its 
nature it also needs to be formally agreed 
by each local authority.   The LIA should be 
completed by the end of June 2010.

The SPIP will consider using a similar format 
for agreements with other funding and 
delivery partners to ensure they formally 
commit to investing in Oxfordshire. 

Monitoring

The success of any plan is proved by 
monitoring its impact. Monitoring, in turn, 
leads to assessing when and to what degree 
the plan needs to be reviewed.  Each 
local authority is already responsible for 
monitoring issues relating to house-building, 
the number of new affordable homes, 
and employment floor space, through the 
annual monitoring report, which relates to 
the Local Development Framework. SPIP 
will use this information, as well as other 
context, to assess the LIP’s success as part of 
this established cycle. 

Reviewing

The LIP is an evolving document, and the 
SPIP will be able to review and if necessary 

update it to reflect changing circumstances.  
At the same time, it needs to have a long 
enough ‘shelf life’ so that key partners 
can rely on it to inform their investment 
decisions.   We expect to review, and if 
necessary update, the LIP every 18 months.

 

Informing Oxfordshire 
programmes

The LIP will be used to inform work in the 
following areas. 

Local Development Frameworks

Each district is responsible for producing a 
portfolio of documents to guide its future 
spatial planning, known collectively as the 
Local Development Framework (LDF). The 
LIP sets out a shared vision and identifies 
strategic objectives for Oxfordshire, which 
the five LDFs will help deliver. 

LTP3

The third Local Transport Plan (LTP3) for 
Oxfordshire is currently being developed.  
Unlike the previous two documents, which 
had to be short-term bidding documents 
for regional transport funding, LTP3 takes 
a long-term view to 2030.  LTP3 will seek 
to quantify the investment required for the 
highway and transport infrastructure that 
will support the planned growth; and will 
bid for public funding.

The key issue in the emerging LTP3 is the 
need to secure transport investment, which 
will enable development to go ahead, 
support the growth and competitiveness 
of the local economy, and make it easier to 
get around the county, while reducing the 
impact of transport on the environment, 
tackling climate change, and promoting 
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healthy, safe and sustainable travel.

The LIP will support SPIP in informing and 
testing LTP3 as it progresses through crucial 
consultation stages.  

Community Infrastructure Levy

The LIP will be vital in informing SPIP 
members’ individual and collective 
thinking on the transition from Section 
106 agreements to the new Community 
Infrastructure Levy (CIL).

SPIP has agreed to use the Local Investment 
Plan (LIP) and Local Investment Agreement 
(LIA) as a basis for advising the local planning 
authorities on development-related 
infrastructure needed by local government 
(particularly County Council) services; and 
by other providers. This advice will help local 
planning authorities decide on infrastructure 
planning in their LDFs and on whether 
to introduce CIL or other ways of getting 
contributions from developments.

Oxfordshire Economic Strategy

The LIP will be an important document in 
informing and testing the future Oxfordshire 
Economic Strategy, which SPIP is also 
responsible for. This LIP has been prepared 
in parallel with the County Council’s 
Oxfordshire Economic Assessment (EA).  
The LIP and the EA will inform the issues 
that need to be addressed in the Economic 
Strategy.

South East Regional Strategy 

The LIP will inform the production of the 
South East Regional Strategy by the South 
East England Partnership Board (SEEPB).  The 
new document will replace the adopted 
South East Plan (Regional Spatial Strategy) 
and the Regional Economic Strategy, and 
will cover the period to 2031. This LIP, 
with its agreed shared visions, strategic 
objectives, and housing, employment and 

regeneration schemes, will seek to inform 
the direction and content of this South 
East Regional Strategy as far as it relates to 
Oxfordshire. 

Total Place/Total Capital

Total Place looks at how a ‘whole-area’ 
approach to public services and investments 
can lead to better outcomes.   It seeks to 
identify and avoid overlap and duplication 
between organisations, so improving 
local services and efficiency.  Through 
the LIP, we have started to apply our 
place-making approach to 12 locations 
across Oxfordshire.  This could develop 
into a formal ‘Total Place/Total Capital’ 
approach, which could help deliver housing, 
employment, and regeneration schemes 
throughout the county.

Formal adoption

The local authorities and the Homes and 
Communities Agency (HCA) formally sign 
up to the contents of this Local Investment 
Plan as part of the ‘Single Conversation’, 
and in advance of the Local Investment 
Agreement, which will be signed and sealed 
with the HCA in due course.

We are clear that the success of this LIP 
depends on the actions of ourselves and all 
our partners, and that we will seek to work 
together to achieve the growth we have 
outlined here.

On behalf of our individual organisations, 
working together within the Oxfordshire 
Strategic Planning and Infrastructure 
Partnership, we formally adopt this 
document.

Councillor Barry Wood 
Leader, Cherwell District Council

Councillor Bob Price 
Leader, Oxford City Council
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Councillor Ian Hudspeth 
Portfolio Holder for Growth and 
Infrastructure, Oxfordshire County Council

Councillor Ann Ducker 
Leader, South Oxfordshire District Council

Councillor Tony de Vere 
Leader, Vale of White Horse District Council

Councillor Barry Norton 
Leader, West Oxfordshire District Council

David Edwards 
Homes and Communities Agency

The LIP will be held by SPIP and the HCA.  
The HCA will formally seal this document. It 
will be publicly accessible through the local 
authorities’ and HCA websites. 

Date:  31 March 2010
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Appendix 1:  
SPIP Membership and 
Governance

The Oxfordshire Strategic Planning and 
Infrastructure Partnership Board (SPIP) is a 
forum for liaison and information sharing on 
matters of mutual interest.  SPIP operates 
by member consensus, using consensus 
views to advise and influence the relevant 
local, regional and national decision-
making bodies. Through consensus, SPIP is 
accountable to the Oxfordshire Partnership 
Board and Public Service Board.

The Oxfordshire Partnership Board sets 
out the long-term strategy for Oxfordshire 
via the Oxfordshire 2030 Strategy. The 
Partnership Board comprises the local 
authority leaders as well as representatives 
from private, voluntary and other public-
sector interests. While the Oxfordshire 
Partnership does not have formal sign-off 
responsibilities, it has a role in considering 
and commenting on priorities as they 
emerge.

The Public Service Board is responsible 
for monitoring Oxfordshire’s Local Area 
Agreement (LAA) targets on behalf of the 
Oxfordshire Partnership.

SPIP comprises members of the local 
authorities, and representatives from 
partners including SEEDA, GOSE, the Homes 
and Communities Agency (HCA), Highways 
Agency (HA), and the Oxfordshire Primary 
Care Trust (PCT).  The SPIP Partnership 
Board is responsible for steering the 
Single Conversation process, and is mainly 
responsible for ensuring that the Local Area 
Agreement (LAA) targets are delivered. The 
LAA targets include:

•  �NI 154 – increase in net additional homes

•  �NI 155 – number of affordable homes 
delivered (gross)

•  �NI 175 – increase access to services and 
facilities by public transport, walking and 
cycling

•  �NI 156 – reduce the number of 
households living in temporary 
accommodation.

The SPIP Executive consists of senior officers 
from the five member authorities, the HCA 
and other partners.  The SPIP Executive is 
responsible for overseeing the contents and 
development of the LIP and the LIA.  

Aim and objectives

SPIP has the following aims and objectives:

•  �To provide a liaison forum on spatial 
planning, economic development, 
housing, transport, and general 
infrastructure issues arising at regional and 
sub-regional level. 

•  ��To lead and co ordinate the Homes 
and Communities Agency (HCA) ‘single 
conversation’ process on regeneration and 
housing issues and contribute to any related 
interaction with government agencies.

•  �To be accountable for the delivery of 
LAA targets for which the partnership has 
taken responsibility.

•  �To advise partners on matters of collective 
interest in the fields of activity listed above.

•  �To seek agreement on local priorities and 
targets in the fields of activity listed above.

•  �To seek agreement on alignment between 
national, regional and local funding 
streams in the fields of activity listed above.

•  �To ensure that regional policy 
development, the Local Transport Plan 
and joint working through the Oxfordshire 
Partnership and District Local Strategic 
Partnerships on service planning and 
community development are appropriately 
linked to the decision-making role of 
the local planning authorities on Local 
Development Frameworks and related 
infrastructure planning. 

•  �To assist in making detailed arrangements 
for integration between spatial, 
infrastructure and public-service planning 
in defined localities.
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Purpose

Specifically, SPIP will:

•  �share information and analysis on spatial 
planning, economic development, 
housing, transport, and general 
infrastructure issues at regional and  
sub-regional level

•  �share information and analysis on cross-
administrative boundary spatial planning, 
economic development, housing, 
transport, and general infrastructure 
issues, including in areas adjoining the 
regional boundary

•  �monitor, consider and advise on partner 
progress and delivery against any Local 
Area Agreements or similar arrangements 
with government – including relevant 
national and local targets

•  �develop and communicate consensus 
views that seek to inform, assist and 
influence government, government 
agency and regional institutions/bodies 
in their policy formulation and decision-
making roles  

•  �develop and communicate consensus 
views that seek to inform, assist and 
influence sub-regional and local agencies 
that operate across local authority 
administrative boundaries 

•  �advise partners concerned with economic 
development, housing, transport, and 
funding or providing general infrastructure 
on how to contribute appropriate research, 
policy and resource input to the statutory 
Local Development Framework process

•  �link to the work of the Oxfordshire 
Housing Partnership (housing authority 
led) and commission work that promotes 
co-operation between partners on 
housing 

•  �link to the work of the Oxfordshire 
Economic Partnership (business led) and 
commission the planning and delivery of 
economic assessment work that promotes 
co-operation between partners on 
economic development.

Accountability and working 
methods

SPIP operates by member consensus.  
Through that consensus it is accountable 
to the Oxfordshire Partnership and Public 
Service Board and to constituent District 
Local Strategic Partnerships and all 
the organisations that belong to those 
partnerships. 

SPIP will report to the Public Services Board 
on its progress in delivery of any agreed 
objectives.  

SPIP will be assisted in achieving agreed 
objectives by the following delivery bodies/
agents:

•  �Economic development

Oxfordshire Economic Partnership (OEP), 
through its Board of Directors and their 
core development group.

SPIP will work closely with OEP and co-
operate on delivery priorities and funding 
and other issues of mutual interest.

The local authority representatives on 
the OEP Board/core development group 
(1 county/2 district) are charged with 
maintaining co- ordination and co-
operation on delivery tasks and reporting 
back through SPIP on OEP plans/progress.  

•  Housing

Oxfordshire Housing Partnership (OHP), 
through its officer steering group (led 
by district council housing authority 
departments rotating in alphabetical order).

After the creation of SPIP, OHP will operate 
mainly at local authority officer and agency 
official level.  Local authority member 
involvement will be through Oxfordshire 
Housing Partnership ‘Forum’ meetings 
held at roughly six-monthly intervals and 
designed to engage a wide range of private, 
voluntary and RSL-sector partners in the 
housing field.
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•  Transport/access to services

Oxfordshire County Council through its 
officer-level joint working arrangements on 
transport.

SPIP will receive reports on and provide 
input to the Oxfordshire Local Transport 
Plan.  There will be a strong reporting and 
delivery link to transport planning studies 
and projects developed for specific localities 
to feed into district-led (local planning 
authority) work on LDFs. 

•  Spatial and infrastructure planning

District councils and district LSPs working 
through LDFs, supported by the Oxfordshire 
Chief Planning Officers Group to pick up 
common and cross-boundary issues.

Partnership principles

SPIP is set up as a ‘thematic partnership’ 
under the Oxfordshire Partnership 
Governance arrangements.  It is committed 
to working to the general principles and 
procedures established by the Oxfordshire 
Partnership (summarised below with specific 
reference to the role of SPIP):

•  �Visible commitment and ‘ownership’ by 
the various member organisations and  
individual representatives  

•  �Mutual trust and respect 

•  �Openness and transparency

•  �Effective communication and 
accountability 

•  �Removal of barriers to equality of access 
and opportunity 

•  �Effective decision making.

SPIP is a forum for liaison and information 
sharing and the development of consensus 
on matters of mutual interest.

Consensus will be used to advise and 
influence the relevant decision-making 
bodies, including:

•  �government and its agents (including 
Government Office for the SE)

•  �national agencies, particularly Homes 
and Communities Agency and Highways 
Agency

•  �the Regional Planning Body and other 
regional level bodies/agencies (through 
the region-wide local authority  
co-ordination systems as established to 
prepare the Integrated Regional Strategy)

•  �the district councils as local planning 
authorities 

•  �the district councils as housing authorities

•  �the County Council as highway authority 

•  �the County and district councils as general 
service providers

•  �the district LSPs (as the primary locality-
based co-ordinating partnership)

•  �the Oxfordshire Economic Partnership 
(business led)

•  �other infrastructure and service-providing 
bodies and partnerships that are affected 
by, and can influence, local economic 
development, housing, transport, general 
infrastructure and spatial planning activity. 

SPIP will work closely with other Oxfordshire-
based partnerships where there are cross-
over issues.  It will work with district LSPs 
and other locality-based partnerships where 
a more detailed level of partnership working 
is appropriate on areas covered by the terms 
of reference.
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Core members

Leader or other cabinet/
executive member from leach 
local authority 

Councillor Barry Wood, Cherwell District Council
Councillor Bob Price, Oxford City Council
Councillor Ian Hudspeth , Oxfordshire County Council
Councillor Ann Ducker, South Oxfordshire District Council
Councillor Barry Norton, West Oxfordshire District Council
Councillor Tony de Vere, Vale of White Horse District 

Government Office of the South 
East (GOSE); locality manager 

Chris Farthing

South East England  
Development Agency (SEEDA) 

Warren Ralls

Homes and Communities 
Agency (HCA) 

David Edwards

Member representative 
Oxfordshire Housing Partnership 
(nominated by OHP lead 
council)

Councillor Angela Lawrence

Partnership lead and chairman 
Local authorities take the roles of chairman and vice chairman on an annual rotation.

Year Chairman Vice chairman 
2009/10 Cherwell District Council Oxfordshire County Council 
2010/11 Oxfordshire rural housing schemes Oxford City Council 
2011/12 Wantage, Grove and Harwell (part of 

Science Vale UK)
South Oxfordshire District Council 

2012/13 NW Bicester Eco Town, Bicester Vale of White Horse District Council 
2013/14 Banbury Canalside, Banbury West Oxfordshire District Council 
2014/15 West Oxfordshire District Council Cherwell District Council 

Composition of the Spatial Planning and Infrastructure Partnership

Invitees

Environment Agency (EA) Rosemary Redmond
Highways Agency (HA) Paul Robinson
Natural England (NE) Charlotte Frizzell
Oxfordshire Economic Partnership,  Chief Executive  David Doughty
Oxfordshire Environment and Waste Partnership, Chairman  Councillor John Tanner
Oxfordshire Primary Care Trust (OPCT) Catherine Mountford
Regional Planning Body representative (SEEPB) Catriona Riddell
Thames Valley Police (TVP): Area Commander for Oxfordshire Brendan O'Dowda
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Supporting officers 

Local authority – 1 
nominated senior officer 

Mary Harpley, Cherwell District Council
Mel Barrett, Oxford City Council
Huw Jones, Oxfordshire County Council
Andrew Tucker, West Oxfordshire District Council
Anna Robinson, South Oxfordshire District Council, Vale of 
the White Horse District Council

Project Manager, Single 
Conversation 

Mark Jaggard, Oxford City Council

Cherwell District Council

John 
Hoad

Planning, Housing and 
Economy Directorate

john.hoad@cherwell-dc.gov.uk 01295 227980

Oxford City Council
Michael 
Crofton 
Briggs

Head of Service, City 
Development

mcroftonbriggs@oxford.gov.uk 01865 252360

Oxfordshire County Council 
Chris 
Cousins

Head of Sustainable 
Development

chris.cousins@oxfordshire.gov.uk 01865 815459

South Oxfordshire District Council
Anna 
Robinson

Strategic Director anna.robinson@southandvale.gov.uk 01491 823701 
(South)
01235 540523 
(Vale)

Vale of White Horse District Council
Anna 
Robinson

Strategic Director anna.robinson@southandvale.gov.uk 01491 823701 
(South)
01235 540523 
(Vale)

West Oxfordshire District Council
Andrew 
Tucker

Strategic Director Andrew.Tucker@westoxon.gov.uk 01993 861721

Contacts
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Appendix 2 Oxfordshire 
and District Visions 

Oxfordshire

The Oxfordshire Partnership sets out in 
Oxfordshire 2030 (Oxfordshire’s Sustainable 
Community Strategy) four strategic 
objectives for Oxfordshire:

•  �Create a world-class economy for 
Oxfordshire, building particularly on the 
high tech sector.

•  �Have healthy and thriving communities to 
sustain what is good about the city, towns 
and villages but also respond to the needs 
of the 21st century, including the impact 
of demographic and lifestyle changes.

•  �Look after the environment and respond 
to the threat of climate change and the 
potential for more extreme weather 
conditions, particularly the threat of 
flooding.

•  �Break the cycle of deprivation by 
addressing the regeneration needs of 
disadvantaged communities; reducing 
the gap between the best and worst off 
and supporting people to maximise their 
talents and raise their aspirations. 

The Oxfordshire 2030 Delivery Plan   
includes the 35 targets chosen for the 
Local Area Agreement, covering: children 
and young people, skills and work, safer 
communities, housing, transport, adult 
health and well-being, climate change, a 
clean and green environment, volunteering, 
and value for money.

Oxfordshire County Council’s corporate plan 
has four strategic objectives that broadly 
reflect those in Oxfordshire 2030.  The 
following are the key priorities:

•  �World-class economy:

– Improve the county’s infrastructure.

– Reduce traffic congestion.

– Improve educational achievement.

– �Help young people get into – and stay in 
employment.

– �Improve skills levels to support the needs 
of local businesses.

•  �Healthy and thriving communities:

– Reduce health inequalities.

– �Support older people and people with 
learning difficulties to live independently 
where possible.

– Reduce anti-social behaviour.

– Support community self-help.

– �Give particular attention to 14 areas 
of the county facing development or 
regeneration pressures. 

•  �Environment and climate change:

– �Reduce the Council’s CO2 emissions and 
increase energy efficiency.

– �Support local communities to prevent 
and mitigate the effects of flooding.

– �Work with partners to increase recycling 
and composting and invest in new waste 
disposal facilities.

•  �Better public services:

– Keep council tax low.

– �Work closely with our partners to reduce 
in efficiency and duplication.

– Improve customer service.

Oxfordshire Partnership Local Area Agreement 2008-11 (Refresh March 2009). The Delivery Plan sets out 
the targets and actions identified to meet the strategic objectives and how they will be monitored.  
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Cherwell

The Cherwell Sustainable Community 
Strategy sets out the vision for the District. 
By 2030, Cherwell is envisaged as a district 
with the following characteristics:

•  �More prosperous than it is today. Those 
who live and work in Cherwell will be 
happier, healthier and feel safer with high 
aspirations and expectations. People will 
feel they belong here and diversity will be 
celebrated.  Everyone will share in a better 
quality of life.

•  �Where older people will lead independent 
and healthy lives for longer with access 
to excellent services. Young people will 
have high personal aspirations, satisfied 
by a wide variety of local opportunities to 
achieve appropriate skills, qualifications 
and jobs. 

•  �Where the quality of the natural and 
built environment will be protected and 
enhanced.  Appropriate environmental 
technologies will be embraced and 
behaviour adapted to meet the global 
challenge of climate change.

•  �Where the economy will be vibrant 
and diverse; and local people will be 
skilled and able to access good jobs. The 
economy will have grown to provide 
employment for our increasing population 
and reduce the need for our residents to 
travel outside the district to work.

•  �Where the vitality of urban centres as 
economic, cultural and social hubs will be 
maintained, offering improved leisure and 
shopping facilities as well as a diverse and 
vibrant economy. Villages will be ‘lived 
in’ as well as ‘slept in’, helping to sustain 
a rural way of life with an economic base 
that does not rely entirely on agriculture.

•  �Where there will be many more homes 
with particular attention to both quality 
and affordability. Careful infrastructure 
investment will increase the capacity of 
existing communities and address current 
deficiencies in provision. Road congestion 
will be managed by encouraging less car 
use, increasing cycle paths and improving 
pubic transport.

Oxford

The Oxford Strategic Partnership’s 
Sustainable Community Strategy envisages 
Oxford as a world-class city for everyone.  
The Oxford Strategic Partnership aims to 
tackle inequalities and to develop better 
lives for Oxford’s citizens by:

•  �developing the local economy and the 
skills of our citizens, so as to increase the 
proportion of higher-paid jobs

•  �working together to constantly raise 
environmental standards and to move 
steadily towards a low-carbon economy

•  ��sustainable housing for all our citizens

•  �working together to reduce the health, 
education and income inequalities in 
Oxford

•  �enhancing our residential and shopping 
areas to make the city healthier and 
greener, as well safe and well integrated 
for all

•  �developing partnerships between public, 
voluntary, and private organisations to 
research, test and improve practical 
solutions to the climate change crisis and 
the rising costs of energy

•  �developing a sustainable transport 
infrastructure

•  �building on the strengths of the city in 
education, business, culture and retailing 
to strengthen high-value tourism and the 
conference market.

Oxford Strategic Partnership’s priorities are:

•  �strengthening the local economy

•  �tackling the need for more affordable 
housing

•  �improving health and social welfare

•  �tackling climate change

•  �improving the public realm for residents 
and visitors

•  �building a safer, stronger and more equal 
city.
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The Partnership has recently adopted the 
Oxford Regeneration Framework as an 
addendum to its Sustainable Community 
Strategy, which integrates a range of 
themes and actions.

Oxford City Council’s Corporate Plan 
identifies six corporate priorities that will 
drive the aspiration to be a world-class 
council in a world-class city:

•  �more housing and better housing for all

•  �tackle inequalities and supporting 
communities

•  �improve the local environment, economy 
and quality of life

•  �reduce crime and anti-social behaviour

•  �tackle climate change and promote 
environmental resource management

•  �transform Oxford City Council by 
improving value for money and service 
performance.

South Oxfordshire

The South Oxfordshire Sustainable 
Community Strategy vision for South 
Oxfordshire is an attractive, successful, 
vibrant and safe place where people choose 
to live, work and visit.  It will be a place 
where everyone can enjoy:

•  �a good quality of life

•  �a strong sense of community where 
diversity in people and place is respected 
and valued

•  �access to services and facilities they 
need to support health and social and 
economic well being.

The strategy aims to achieve the vision for 
South Oxfordshire through the following 
priorities:

•  �Economy

•  �Environment

•  �Thriving communities’

The South Oxfordshire Corporate Plan 
2008-2012 sets out the Council’s strategic 
objectives and corporate priorities. The 
eight strategic objectives include:

•  �managing business effectively

•  �protecting the environment

•  �delivering homes for all

•  �supporting economic growth

•  �transforming Didcot

•  �helping people feel safe and secure

•  �improving opportunities, activities and 
support for young people

•  �strengthening local communities.

Vale of White Horse

In the Vale’s Community Strategy the 
priorities for action are as follows: 

•  �Social progress which recognises the 
needs of everyone 

– �healthier communities

– �improving quality of life for older people

– �safer communities

– �fostering a greater sense of community

– �a good understanding of town and parish 
priorities

– �involving young people 

– �helping those without cars to access jobs 
and services

– �affordable homes

– �good quality homes 

– �access to good-quality green spaces, 
sport, cultural and leisure facilities.

•  �Maintenance of high and stable levels of 
economic growth and employment

– �addressing economic weaknesses

– �building on our economic strengths

– �maintaining and enhancing the health and 
vitality of the Vale’s market-town centres.
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•  �Effective protection of the environment 
and wise use of natural resources

– �a low-carbon Vale

– �living with extreme weather conditions 

– �using resources wisely

– �reducing waste and increasing recycling

– �a high-quality natural and historic 
environment.

The Vale District Council’s corporate 
objectives are:

•  �meeting people’s need for housing

•  �supporting a vibrant local economy

•  �managing our business effectively

•  �rising to the challenge of climate change

•  �helping to maintain a safe Vale

•  �keeping the Vale a clean place to live.

West Oxfordshire

‘Shaping Futures – A Sustainable Community 
Strategy for West Oxfordshire’ sets out a 
shared ten-year vision.  The nine priorities 
for action which are reflected in the 
overall vision set out through the Local 
Development Framework are to:

•  �keep towns and villages economically 
prosperous and vibrant

•  �tackle the specific challenges of accessing 
services and facilities

•  �help young people to move from 
childhood to adulthood

•  �support individuals and young families 
who want to stay in the area where they 
grew up 

•  �support older people to maintain their 
independence and health

•  �maintain and improve the health and well-
being of all residents in West Oxfordshire

•  �reduce crime and anti-social behaviour 
and the fear of crime across the district 

to improve the quality of life  our 
neighbourhoods

•  �keep West Oxfordshire clean and beautiful 
while protecting the environment and 
trying to reduce the causes of and effects 
of climate change

•  �campaign to improve the transport 
infrastructure.

The West Oxfordshire Strategic Partnership’s 
vision for the future is to meet the needs 
of West Oxfordshire’s communities without 
significant change to the intrinsic character 
of the district. 

The Partnership wishes the District to 
continue to be one of the best places 
in which to live, work, play and visit.  It 
envisions a network of safe, inclusive, vibrant 
and prosperous market towns and villages 
within a healthy and attractive environment, 
where new development will respect and 
complement the distinctive character of the 
area whilst managing the impact of climate 
change.
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Document list

Regional

The Regional Economic Strategy 2006–
2016, A Framework for Sustainable 
Prosperity (RES), SEEDA

The South East Plan, Regional Spatial 
Strategy for the South East of England, CLG/
GOSE, March 2009

The Regional Housing Strategy, South East 
Regional Housing Board, 2006

Oxfordshire

‘Oxfordshire 2030 – Improving the 
Quality of Life in Oxfordshire’, Oxfordshire 
Community Strategy, 2008

Local Transport Plan (LTP2), 2006

Housing Market Assessment, 2007

Draft Economic Assessment, 2009

Cherwell

Cherwell Sustainable Community Strategy, 
Our District, Our Future

Options for Growth, Consultation on 
Directions of Growth and Strategic Sites, 
Core Strategy Development Plan Document, 
September 2008

Current planning policy based on a non-
statutory Local Plan

Oxford

Oxford – A World-Class City for Everyone, 
2008-2012, Oxford’s Sustainable 
Community Strategy, 2008

A Regeneration Framework for Oxford to 

2026, adopted 2009

Oxford Core Strategy, proposed Changes 
to the Submission Document, April 2009.  
(Awaiting Inspector’s report)

Oxford Corporate Plan 2009–2012: 
Building a world-class city for everyone, 
2008

Oxford Local Plan 2001-2016, adopted 
November 2005.  Policies formally ‘saved’ 
June 2008

Oxford West End Area Action Plan, adopted 
June 2008

South

Our Place, Our Future, South Oxfordshire’s 
Sustainable Community Strategy 2009-
2026

The way Ahead, South Oxfordshire District 
Council Corporate Plan 2008-2012

Your Place Your Future, South Oxfordshire 
Core Strategy Preferred Options 
Consultation, March 2009

South Oxfordshire Strategic Housing Land 
Availability Assessment, Initial Report, March 
2009

Vale

Strategic Housing Land Availability 
Assessment, December 2009

The Vale of White Horse Local Plan 2011, 
adopted July 2006, most policies saved

Working together for a Better future – the 
Vale’s Sustainable Community Strategy 
2008-2026

Your Vale, Your Future, the Vale’s Core 
Strategy preferred options consultation, 
January 2009

Your Vale, Your Future, additional 
consultation, December 2009
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West

Shaping Futures, A Sustainable Community 
Strategy for West Oxfordshire 2009

Strategic Housing Land Availability 
Assessment, Interim Report January 2010

Current planning policy is contained in the 
adopted West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011. 
The saved local plan policies form part of 
the Local Development Framework (LDF).

The LDF Core Strategy is at consultation 
stage.  The Core Strategy Preferred 
Approach was published for consultation 
in February 2010.  Submission of the Core 
Strategy is scheduled for October 2010.  
The latest Local Development Scheme (LDS) 
was published in September 2009.
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Appendix 3:  
Prioritisation criteria

Each local authority has identified schemes 
that are deliverable in the first five-year 
period (2010–15).  Currently there is a 
lack of clarity about the amount of funding 
available to the HCA over this period, due 
in part to the lack of a Comprehensive 
Spending Review (CSR).  But, to a greater 
or lesser degree, the process will require 
priorities to be set. 

The local authorities and the HCA have 
developed the following assessment process 
to come up with the lists of priority projects.  
The SPIP Full Partnership has endorsed the 
process set out below. 

Criteria for prioritisation of 
projects to be included in the 
Local Investment Plan

For inclusion in the list a positive assessment 
is required on the following criteria:

A) Deliverability

1.	Likely to start within five years

2.	� Planning problems can be overcome 
(including grant of outline planning 
permission).

3.	� Viability problems (including land 
ownership and assembly)can be 
overcome. 

B)  Strategic fit (from priorities in the 
emerging draft LIP endorsed by SPIP in 
December 2009)

1.	Supports economic growth.

2.	� Delivers new housing, including 
affordable housing.

3.	� Achieves regeneration or tackles 
deprivation (or both).

4.	� Contributes to meeting strategic 
infrastructure needs.

 

Details of prioritisation 
assessment process

The Partnership has applied the following 
assessment process to come up with the 
lists of priority projects included in the draft 
LIP.

Some examples of completed assessment 
record sheets are attached.

Detailed assessment work continues, and 
in many cases the information for full 
assessment will need to be built up over 
time. Nevertheless, the assessment process 
has been sufficient to determine the lists 
included in the LIP.

The process is analytical, but also requires a 
degree of judgement.  There is no attempt 
to ‘score’, and the assessments cannot be 
treated as providing a completely objective 
method of prioritisation.

Method

Firstly, looking at individual schemes/
projects/programmes:

Stage 1

Is the scheme deliverable in the short term 
2010–15?

•  �Will there be a start in the next five years?

•  �What pump priming, grant or 
infrastructure investment is needed in the 
next five years to get it going?

•  �Within this, look at how ready a project is 
to get going, include viability, whether it 
has planning permission, and whether  the 
landowner is interested.
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Stage 2

What does the scheme offer in respect of its 
strategic fit/linkages?

•  �Does it deliver national or regional 
priorities, eg SEP or RES?

•  �Does it deliver HCA national or regional 
priorities?

•  �Does it deliver individual LA priorities as 
set out in their Community Strategy and 
Corporate Plans?

•  �Does it deliver the strategic objectives 
as SPIP agreed at the end of 2009? 
(economy, housing, regeneration, and 
strategic infrastructure)  

(At stages 1 and 2 apply the assessment 
criteria set out.  At later stages, add 
supporting assessment information.)

Stage 3

What does the scheme deliver?

•  �Number of homes/affordable homes/% of 
affordable homes?

•  �Economic development/number of jobs?

Stage 4

Does the scheme deliver wider benefits 
(ie more than just the standard items to 
mitigate the impact of the development)?

•  �Is the scheme a catalyst for other 
development/regeneration?

•  �Transport/green transport benefits?

•  �Provision of social infrastructure?

•  �Other forms of additionality (e.g. 
environmental gain)?

•  �For example, does it unlock another site or 
provide a vital link in a road scheme etc?

Stage 5

What overall level of investment is needed?

Stage 6

Does the scheme offer value for money?

•  �This is a commentary, not a calculation.

Then, looking at the county-wide list of 
projects as a whole:

Stage 7

Does the priority list deliver a range 
of projects that cover all the agreed 
objectives?

•  �Does the priority list have an acceptable 
geographical spread, given the prevailing 
strategic framework?

•  �Does it cover urban and rural areas etc?
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Appendix 4: Short Term Development  
and Infrastructure Summary

District Scheme

Total 
Homes              
2010-30 

Number  
of Homes  
2010-15

Number of 
Affordable 
Homes 2010-15 

Oxford Oxford small and medium sites 
(including Blackbird/Greater 
Leys and windfalls) (HRA Land 
Capacity tbc)

n/a 3,222 1,344

South / Vale Didcot new growth point area 
(part of Science Vale UK)

5,742 2,000 640

ALL Oxfordshire rural housing 
schemes

n/a 1,498 1,023

Vale Wantage, Grove and Harwell 
(part of Science Vale UK)

4,686 1,401 446

Cherwell NW Bicester Eco Town, Bicester 5,000 1,250 300
Cherwell Banbury Canalside, Banbury 1,200 1,200 180
Cherwell SW Bicester urban extension, 

Bicester
1,585 1,000 476

ALL Oxfordshire extra-care schemes n/a 900 600
Vale Abingdon and Faringdon 2,024 959 382
Oxford Oxford West End Renaissance 

project 
830 830 415

West West Oxfordshire large 
strategic sites

1,400 700 280

South Wallingford and Cholsey 1,103 603 241
Oxford Barton (including regeneration 

of Barton and Northway 
Estates)

1,000 500 250

West West Oxfordshire small and 
medium market town schemes 

2,000 500 200

South Thame and Chinnor 1,128 478 191
Vale Botley 472 472 189
West Carterton Expansion, Carterton 1,000 200 80

Total: 17 Schemes (min) n/a 17,713 7,237

Top-priority growth schemes deliverable in the short term 2010–15
“short list” 
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District Infrastructure Scheme
Area linked to 
Infrastructure Lead Agency 

ALL Access to Oxford Oxford Oxfordshire 
County Council

ALL Chiltern Rail Evergreen 3 Project Oxford, 
Bicester and 
Upper Heyford

Chiltern 
Railways

ALL East West Rail (Western Section) Oxford, 
Bicester and 
Upper Heyford

East West Rail 
Consortium / 
DfT

ALL Transport Schemes identified 
through LTP3 process 2011 to 
2030

Oxfordshire 
wide

Oxfordshire 
County Council

Cherwell Banbury priority north-south 
vehicular corridor

Banbury Oxfordshire 
County Council

Cherwell Bicester Community Hospital, 
Bicester

Bicester and 
Upper Heyford

Oxfordshire 
PCT

Cherwell Bicester Park & Ride Facility Bicester and 
Upper Heyford

Oxfordshire 
County Council

Cherwell M40 Junction 9 improvements Bicester and 
Upper Heyford

Highways 
Agency

Cherwell SW Bicester Perimeter Road Bicester and 
Upper Heyford

Oxfordshire 
County Council

Cherwell Transport improvements at and 
around Bicester

Bicester and 
Upper Heyford

Oxfordshire 
County Council

Cherwell Primary schools (new) to support 
growth  (Banbury 1 school, 
Bicester 3 schools)

Banbury, 
Bicester

Oxfordshire 
County Council

Cherwell Secondary schools (new) to 
support growth (Bicester 1 
school)

Bicester Oxfordshire 
County Council

Oxford Primary school provision 
to support growth (Barton, 
Blackbird Leys, West End)

Oxford Oxfordshire 
County Council

Oxford Secondary schools -  Building 
Schools for the Future ( 2 
schools - Cheney & Iffley Mead)

Oxford Oxfordshire 
County Council

South Didcot town centre phase two 
development

Didcot / 
Science Vale 
UK

South 
Oxfordshire 
District Council

South Didcot northern perimeter road 
Phase 3

Didcot / 
Science Vale 
UK

Oxfordshire 
County Council

Strategic infrastructure schemes to deliver top-priority growth 
schemes in the short term 2010-15
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District Infrastructure Scheme
Area linked to 
Infrastructure Lead Agency

South Cow Lane Underpass, Didcot Didcot / 
Science Vale 
UK

Oxfordshire 
County Council

South Didcot Parkway station 
interchange 

Didcot / 
Science Vale 
UK

Oxfordshire 
County Council

South Didcot Parkway (Foxhall Car Park 
and pedestrian improvements)  

Didcot / 
Science Vale 
UK

Oxfordshire 
County Council

South / Vale Accessing Science Vale UK 
transport package

Didcot / 
Science Vale 
UK / Wantage, 
Grove and 
Harwell

Oxfordshire 
County Council 
/ Highways 
Agency

South /Vale Primary Schools (new) to support 
growth  (Grove 2 schools)

Great Western 
Park, Didcot 

Oxfordshire 
County Council

South / Vale Secondary Schools (new) to 
support growth (Grove 1 school)

Great Western 
Park, Didcot

Oxfordshire 
County Council

South / Vale Science Vale UK Learning Park, 
Didcot

Didcot / 
Science Vale 
UK

Vale of White 
Horse District 
Council / SVUK 
Board

South / Vale SVUK high speed broadband 
access

Science Vale 
UK

SVUK Board / 
SEEDA

South Thornhill Park and Ride, Oxford Oxford Oxfordshire 
County Council

South Primary school (new) to support 
growth (Wallingford 1 school)

Wallingford 
and Cholsey

Oxfordshire 
County Council

Vale Abingdon town centre 
improvements 

Abingdon and 
Farringdon

Vale of White 
Horse District 
Council

Vale Primary school (new) to support 
growth (Faringdon 1 school)

Abingdon and 
Farringdon

Oxfordshire 
County Council

Vale Sewage pumping station Botley Thames Water
Vale Primary schools (new) to support 

growth  (Grove 2 schools, NE 
Wantage 1 school)

Wantage, 
Grove and 
Harwell 

Oxfordshire 
County Council

Vale Secondary schools (new) to 
support growth (Grove 1 school)

Wantage, 
Grove and 
Harwell 

Oxfordshire 
County Council

Strategic infrastructure schemes to deliver top-priority growth 
schemes in the short term 2010-15
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District Infrastructure Scheme
Area linked to 
Infrastructure Lead Agency

West Cogges Link Road and Witney 
town centre enhancement, 
Witney 

West 
Oxfordshire 
large strategic 
sites

Oxfordshire 
County Council

West Cotswold Line redoubling 
(including station improvements)

West 
Oxfordshire 
large strategic 
sites

Network Rail

West Witney Downs Road A40 
Junction, Witney

West 
Oxfordshire 
large strategic 
sites

Oxfordshire 
County Council

West Primary schools (new) to support 
growth (Chipping Norton 1 
school, Witney 1 school)

West 
Oxfordshire 
large strategic 
sites

Oxfordshire 
County Council

Total: 35 Schemes

Strategic infrastructure schemes to deliver top-priority growth 
schemes in the short term 2010-15
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“short list” 

Countywide Totals 

Total 
Homes              
2010-30 

Number  
of Homes  
2010-15

Number of 
Affordable 
Homes 2010-15 

Total: 17 Schemes (min) n/a 22,920 9,226

Top-priority growth schemes deliverable in the short term 2010–15

“long list”

District Scheme

Total 
Homes              
2010-30 

Number  
of Homes  
2010-15

Number of 
Affordable 
Homes 2010-15 

Cherwell Bicester and Upper Heyford 8,160 3,825 1,226
 NW Bicester Eco Town, Bicester 5,000 1,250 300
 Former RAF Upper Heyford, 

Upper Heyford  
1,075 1,075 300

 SW Bicester Urban Extension, 
Bicester

1,585 1,000 476

 Gavray Drive, Bicester 500 500 150
Oxford Oxford small and medium sites 

(including Blackbird/Greater Leys 
and windfalls) (HRA land capacity 
tbc)

n/a 3,222 1,344

South  / 
Vale

Didcot New Growth Point Area 5,742 2,000 640

 Great Western Park, Didcot 
(South)

2,700 700 210

 Great Western Park, Didcot 
(Vale)

600 600 180

 Ladygrove East, Didcot (South) 642 300 90
 Didcot Urban Extension, Didcot 

(South)
1,800 400 160

ALL Oxfordshire Rural Housing 
Schemes

n/a 1,498 1,023

Vale Wantage, Grove and Harwell 
(part of Science Vale UK)

4,686 1,401 446

Grove Airfield, Grove 2,500 650 180
St John's Court 11 11 11
Chilton Fields, Harwell 275 275 69
N E Wantage, Wantage 1,500 190 76
Northern Harwell Science and 
Innovation Campus

400 275 110

Cherwell Bankside Urban Extension, 
Banbury 

1,470 1,070 321
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“short list” 

District Scheme

Total 
Homes              
2010-30

Number  
of Homes  
2010-15

Number of 
Affordable 
Homes 2010-15

Vale Abingdon and Faringdon 2024 959 382
South of Park Road and Coxwell 
Road, Faringdon

400 135 54

Former Nursery and Cricket 
Ground, Faringdon

332 332 132

Old Gaol, Abingdon 62 62 24
Sutton Courtenay – 2 sites 30 30 12
Yet-to-be-identified sites, 
Abingdon and larger villages 

1200 400 160

ALL Oxfordshire Extra Care schemes n/a 900 600
Oxford Oxford West End Renaissance 

project 
830 830 415

Cherwell Cherwell small and medium sites 
(including windfalls)

n/a 714 448

West West Oxfordshire large strategic 
sites 

1,400 700 280

 North Carterton 200 200 80
 West Witney/North Curbridge 

SDA
1,000 300 120

 Chipping Norton 200 200 80
South Wallingford and Cholsey 1,103 603 241

Fair Mile Hospital, Cholsey 353 353 141
Wallingford Extension, 
Wallingford

750 250 100

Oxford Barton (including regeneration 
of Barton and Northway Estates)

1,000 500 250

West West Oxfordshire small and 
medium market town schemes 

2,000 500 200

South Thame and Chinnor 1,128 478 191
Thame Extension, Thame 850 200 80
Chinnor Cement Works, Chinnor 178 178 71
Thame United Football Club, 
Thame

100 100 40

Vale Botley 472 472 189
 Timbmet, Cumnor Hill 192 192 77
 Tilbury Lane, Botley 150 150 60
 Lime Road, Botley 130 130 52
South South Oxfordshire small and 

medium sites (including 
windfalls) 

n/a 200 70

Top-priority growth schemes deliverable in the short term 2010–15
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District Scheme

Total 
Homes              
2010-30

Number  
of Homes  
2010-15

Number of 
Affordable 
Homes 2010-15

West Carterton Expansion, Carterton 1,000 200 80
Cherwell Former cattle market and 

adjoining land, Banbury 
140 140 42

Oxford New Council House building 
programme, Oxford

58 58 58

ALL Central Oxfordshire (no specific 
location(s))

4,000 1,250 500

ALL Oxfordshire Gypsies, Travellers 
and Travelling Showpeople 
(GTTS)

n/a tbc tbc

Total: 43 Schemes (min) n/a 21,520 8,946

Top-priority growth schemes deliverable in the short term 2010–15

District Scheme

Total 
Homes              
2010-30

Number  
of Homes  
2010-15

Number of 
Affordable 
Homes 2010-15

Cherwell Bicester Business Park n/a n/a n/a
Oxford Northern Gateway (Mixed-use 

employment led development)
200 200 100

Vale Science Vale UK n/a n/a n/a

Total: 3 Schemes (min) n/a 200 100

Strategic Objective: Support economic growth  

District Scheme

Total 
Homes              
2010-30

Number  
of Homes  
2010-15

Number of 
Affordable 
Homes 2010-15

Cherwell Banbury Canalside, Banbury 1,200 1,200 180
Oxford Blackbird Leys and Greater Leys 

(numbers included with small & 
windfall sites)

n/a n/a n/a

Oxford Homelessness projects n/a n/a n/a
Oxford Regeneration projects (Rosehill 

and Wood Farm)
n/a n/a n/a

Total: 4 Schemes (min) n/a 1,200 180

Strategic Objective: Achieve regeneration and/or tackle deprivation
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District Scheme

ALL Access to Oxford
ALL Care Homes
ALL Chiltern Railways Evergreen 3
ALL East West Rail (Western Section)
ALL Transport schemes identified through LTP3 process 2011 to 2030
ALL Primary schools capital programme
ALL Secondary schools capital programme
ALL Primary schools to support growth (Cherwell 7, Oxford 3, SODC 5, Vale 

5, West 2)
ALL Secondary schools -  Building Schools for the Future (Banbury, Iffley 

Mead, Cheney, Larkmead)
ALL Secondary schools to support growth (Cherwell 1, South 1, Vale 1)
ALL Fire stations (Bicester, Grove & Wantage, Thame, Wallingford)
ALL Libraries (Abingdon, Banbury, Bicester, Didcot, Grove, Oxford)
ALL Children and family centres
ALL Young people's centres
ALL Resource/day care centres
ALL Strategic waste management sites
ALL Residual waste treatment facility 
ALL Green infrastructure strategy  
Cherwell Banbury flood alleviation scheme
Cherwell Banbury priority north-south vehicular corridor
Cherwell Banbury Connect2 Cycle Bridge
Cherwell Bicester Community Hospital, Bicester
Cherwell M40 Junction 9 improvements
Cherwell SW Bicester perimeter road 
Cherwell Transport strategy for Bicester arising from LDF work
Cherwell Bicester Park and Ride facility
Cherwell Transport improvements at and around Bicester
Oxford Oxford flood risk management strategy
South Didcot northern perimeter road phase 3
South Didcot Parkway (Foxhall Car Park & pedestrian improvements)  
South Didcot Parkway station interchange 
South Didcot town centre phase two development
South Thornhill Park and Ride, Oxford
South Townlands Hospital, Henley
South Cow Lane underpass, Didcot

Strategic Objective: Contribute to meeting strategic infrastructure needs
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District Scheme
South / 
Vale 

Accessing Science Vale UK transport package 

South / 
Vale 

Science Vale UK Learning Park, Didcot

South / 
Vale 

SVUK high speed broadband access

Vale Abingdon town centre improvements 
Vale Road link north of Grove, Grove
Vale Sewage pumping station
West Cotswold Line redoubling (including station improvements)
West Chipping Norton Community Hospital, Chipping Norton
West Cogges Link Road and Witney town centre enhancement, Witney 
West Witney Downs Road A40 Junction, Witney
West Witney Community Hospital, Witney

Total: 46 Schemes 

Strategic Objective: Contribute to meeting strategic infrastructure needs



Oxfordshire Local Investment Plan 2010 Oxfordshire Local Investment Plan 2010

67

Appendix 5:  
Short Term Development 
Programme (2010-2015)

List of Assessment Sheets

Oxfordshire wide / cross boundary

Central Oxfordshire

Oxfordshire Rural Housing Schemes

Oxfordshire Extra Care Housing

Oxfordshire Gypsies, Travellers and Show 
people 

Cherwell

Banbury Canalside

Bankside Urban Extension Banbury 

Bicester Business Park 

Cherwell Small and Medium Sites (including 
windfalls)

Former RAF Upper Heyford

Former Cattle Market and Adjoining Land

Gavray Drive Bicester

NW Bicester Eco Town

SW Bicester Urban Extension

Oxford

Oxford Small and Medium Sites

Oxford West End Renaissance

Barton Land

Regeneration Projects

Blackbird Leys and Greater Leys

New Council House

Northern Gateway

Homelessness Projects

South Oxfordshire

Chinnor Cement Works, Chinnor

Didcot NE Urban Extension 

Extension to Wallingford

Extension to Thame, Thame 

Fair Mile Hospital & Selsey Fields, Cholsey 

Great Western Park, Didcot (South)

Ladygrove East, Didcot

Thame United Football Club

South Oxfordshire Small & Medium sites (inc. 
windfalls) 

Vale of White Horse

Chilton Fields, Harwell

Former Nursery and Cricket Ground, 
Faringdon

Great Western Park, Didcot (Vale)

Grove Airfield

Lime Road, Botley

NE Wantage 

Northern Part of Harwell Science and 
Innovation Campus

Old Goal, Abingdon 

Other Towns & Villages, Abingdon & 
Faringdon

South of Park Road & Coxwell House, 
Faringdon 

St John’s Court, Grove

Sutton Courtenay (2 sites) 
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Timbmet, Botley

Tilbury Lane, Botley

Science Vale UK 

West Oxfordshire

Carterton Expansion, Carterton

Chipping Norton

North Carterton

Small and Medium Market Towns Schemes 
(including windfalls)

West Witney / North Curbridge SDA
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Appendix 6: 
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Appendix 7: 
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Appendix 8: 
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pdf files created from Word


