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1. Purpose of Report:
To allow an opportunity for initial information exchange and discussion on this issue.

1. Background 

The new Government has announced its intention to abolish the current regional planning system.  The implications have been widely reported and discussed.  The article at Appendix 1 puts this particular policy approach in a wider context.

This decision raises many issues for the future role and work of SPIP.
Some of the issues that have already been noted are:

· How will localism work in respect of plans for housing delivery?

· How will localism work in respect of plans for economic development?

· How will the SPIP Single Conversation work assist the Oxfordshire response?

· What new research and evidence studies will be needed to support local planning for housing delivery and economic development?
· Is there any need to consider issues at a sub regional level (i.e. cross district boundary)? 

· Is there a case for informal or formal cross boundary cooperation? 
· What potential exists for an effective Local Economic Partnership (LEP) and what functional geographic boundaries are most relevant to its definition?

· What is the future of SPIP?  (does its role change?)
Clearly a number of the other items on the agenda for this meeting need to be seen in the context noted above.

This agenda item is intended only to allow informal sharing of reactions and views.  However the Partnership may wish to consider establishing some more formal mechanism for future consideration of the issues raised.  This would need to take account of the detail of the Government’s new approach as it emerges.
2. Recommendations 

2.1 That the partnership begins to consider its response to the emerging Government agenda, particularly in respect of housing delivery and economic development plans. 
Appendix 1 “Grounds of Agreement”  Article from Planning 21 May 2010
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