
The Planning Application Process

What happens to your comments?

This leaflet is intended to provide you with information on the planning
application process and how the Development Control Team at
Oxfordshire County Council will deal with the comments that you send
to us.

What does the team do?
The planning application process ensures that proposals for
development are assessed against planning policies set out in the
Development Plan*. These policies seek to encourage and enable
acceptable development whilst protecting and, where possible,
enhancing amenity and the environment. We, together with the five
district councils, have the responsibility to facilitate and promote the
implementation of good quality development for the benefit of those
who live, work and visit Oxfordshire.

Oxfordshire County Council is responsible for deciding planning
applications that are concerned with the management of waste or
extraction of minerals, and applications for development by the county
council itself, for example extensions to schools or libraries.

* As at October 2009, The Development Plan consists of the South East Plan and
saved policies in Structure and Local Plans. For more information please visit the
planning pages on our website: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/planning



As part of the planning application process, we consult on all applications
submitted to us and take into account all the comments that are made.
We consult local people likely to be affected by the proposal, the local
Parish and District Council as well as the Environment Agency and other
statutory consultees. We also consult other specialist organisations
depending on the nature of the planning application.

Oxfordshire County Council can permit or refuse planning applications.
Officers make recommendations to the council’s Planning and
Regulation Committee on all applications where objections have been
received. Where an application is not contentious and there are no
substantive planning objections to proposals, officers have the
delegated power to decide such applications. Applications can also be
refused under this delegated procedure if they are clearly contrary to
Development Plan policy.

(Please see the flow chart overleaf to see how the planning process works.)

Where permission is granted we usually include conditions and/or
agreements to control aspects of the development. We then monitor
approved developments to make sure they meet planning conditions
and if necessary and where prudent will enforce against unauthorised
development. 

How will we deal with your comments?
If you decide to comment on a planning application being decided by
the county council, this is what will happen. Once we have received
your comments, they will be logged by a planning support officer and
passed to the officer dealing with the application (the case officer). The
case officer will record the points that you have made. The case officer
is required to write a report, on behalf of the Head of Sustainable
Development. The report assesses the proposal against the
Development Plan and takes into account the views of consultees and
the general public.

The report will refer to individual points raised and will include an
assessment of their merits. The report will also indicate whether the
development complies with Development Plan policy, whether there
are adequate mitigation measures proposed by the applicant to
overcome any objections and whether any conditions should be
attached to any consent to address concerns that have been raised.



If the application is to be considered at the Planning
and Regulation Committee, it may be possible for
you to address the committee in person. For more
information on speaking at committee please
contact the planning support officers on the numbers
overleaf or visit our website:
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk > About your council >
Have your say

Recommendations for refusal can only be made where there are sound
planning reasons for refusal. It is possible for the Planning and
Regulation Committee to vote against the recommendation set out in
the officer’s report.

Officer reports are available to view online at least one week before the
scheduled committee date. Committee dates and officer reports can be
viewed at: http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/committeepapers

How do I find out about the decision?
The relevant district council and your parish council will receive a copy
of the decision notice and the decision will be published on our website.
For applications accompanied by an Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIA), the decision is also published in the local newspaper.

It is possible for an applicant to appeal against a decision to refuse
planning permission. Appeals are processed by the Planning
Inspectorate. For more information please visit the Planning
Inspectorate website at: http://www.planning-inspectorate.gov.uk/

How to contact us?

For more information see the Planning pages at
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ or contact our planning support

officers on 01865 815084 or email planning@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Planning Implementation Group, Oxfordshire County Council
Speedwell House, Speedwell Street, Oxford OX1 1NE

Alternative formats of this publication are available on request.
These include other languages, large print, Braille,

audiocassette, computer disk or email.
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