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Expressions of interest sought for innovative approaches to running weekly drop in sessions aimed at engaging, supporting and progressing unemployed individuals into sustainable jobs

Oxfordshire County Council and its partners, through the Local Area Agreement Award grant, is looking for organisations or individuals to run local activities to engage unemployed people of all ages and encourage them into work by supporting them to overcome barriers.  

We wish to provide funding (up to a maximum of £25,000) for the provision of ‘job club’ type drop in sessions including outreach to engage local people for at least 1 day a week over a year (with the possibility of extending this to 2 years). The aim is to provide a stepping stone to skills training, a place to access advice and support, capacity and confidence building and a link to local providers and employers.
We are looking for innovative approaches to engaging unemployed people within local communities and providing activities and support that will help progression into existing training and employment. They could be projects on similar lines to existing job clubs who may apply for funding to sustain their activity.

The project must be located in one of the following areas: Blackbird Leys, Greater Leys, Barton, Rose Hill, Littlemore, Ruscote, Grimsbury and Neithrop, and be up and running from June 2012.
It is anticipated that there will be up to 5 centres, with each successful organisation delivering in one area.
Signposting of individuals to existing support and training will be necessary. 
Knowledge of the local area and existing partnerships is essential. 

There will be a training workshop around the support and provision that is available for this client group within the local area, and successful applicants will be required to attend this.
Closing date for completed applications is Friday 9th March 2012.
Sarah Cullimore
Business and Skills Bureau
Oxfordshire County Council


Application for innovative approaches aimed at engaging, supporting and progressing unemployed individuals into sustainable jobs
To be submitted to sarah.cullimore@oxfordshire.gv.uk  by 5:00pm on Friday 9th March 2012.
	Lead organisation (to receive funds):
	

	Is your company/organisation:


· a public limited company

· a limited company 


· a sole trader



· a partnership



· voluntary / charitable organisation

	

	Organisation Address:
	

	Contact Name (from the lead organisation):
	

	Contact email:
	

	Contact telephone number:
	

	Partner Organisations involved (if any):


	

	Total funding sought: 


	

	Location of planned delivery:
	

	Overview of the project
Please include details of venue, details of your delivery model, how you will make links with local employers, links with existing partnerships, links with the local community,  how you would identify and overcome barriers etc

	

	Previous Experience of working with this client group

Please include details of any work you have done with unemployed people and what you think in your experience are barriers for unemployed people coming off benefits.

	

	Details of marketing activities

Please describe how you will market your project to ensure that you reach the target population.

	

	Anticipated outcomes of the project

Please include a description of the outcomes you hope to achieve, including the numbers you expect to support and the numbers you expect to progress to training and/or employment.

	

	How is the funding to be spent? 

(Please itemise your intended spend)


	

	There is the possibility of some additional funding for capital, therefore please give details of any potential capital costs.


	


